@% More Park Catholic Primary

“Advent iy like av springtime; whew everything
s renewed ond so- i freshv and healtivy.” screvesa of catcutta

Newsletter 5t December 2025
Headteacher’s Update

5‘ | Welcome to the season of Advent. A time where we prepare our hearts for
Christmas to welcome Jesus. Advent is a special time of waiting and hope,
when we think about the light Jesus brings into the world. In school children
are preparing by praying, lighting the candles on the Advent wreath, showing
kindness to others, and taking part in good deeds to help those in need.

These small acts of love help them to focus on the true meaning of
Christmas—not just the presents and excitement, but celebrating the birth of
Jesus and sharing His love with everyone.

Father Donatus has also joined many classes this week for our Advent
Penitentials. These have given the children the opportunity to think
about any “faults” they have made this year and had the time to say
sorry. These will continue into next week for the remaining classes to
have the same opportunity.

=2 This week it was wonderful to see a
familiar face on Tuesday, as Mr
Winkworth joined us for the morning to
show our new Site Manager, Mr Lee, the ropes. You’ll start to see Mr
Lee out on the barrier next week, so could those who have
permission to use the staff carpark for drop off and pick up, please
ensure you have your permit displayed for him to see. I’'m sure you’ll
all join me in welcoming Mr Lee to the More Park Family.

It has also been wonderful to see so many of you at Parents Evening

S this week, both virtually and in person, and to have the chance to
share the fantastic progress the children are making. We truly appreciate your time, support, and
partnership in helping your child thrive.

Next week we have the fun of the pantomime to look forward to, as well as our annual Christmas
Jumper and Christmas dinner day where the staff get to serve the children!

Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we counv be our best.
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What have we been learning 1%t — 5t" December

By Year 6 journalists Lucas and Elya o - e
LEARNING IS FUN
. IR ®
Ladybird /B "

This week Ladybird Class have enjoyed exploring some simple 2D shapes. They learnt about circles and
triangles, before creating their own shape art in the style of Kandinsky. They have also continued learning
the story of the Nativity, thinking about what they would do to look after Baby Jesus when he was a baby.

Caterpillar

This week, Caterpillars have been learning about subtracting on a number line! They have also been
imitating our new book, ‘Handa’s surprise’. In DT they have made their own fruit salads, which were very
yummy!

Dragonfly

This week, Dragonfly’s have been adapting the story of “80 days around the world”! They have also been
counting money and learning about pounds and pence. In RE they have been learning about how to look
after their bodies.

Kingfisher

In Year 3, this week they have been looking at exchanging numbers between 10, 100, 1000. In English they
have been writing their paragraphs about their class book ‘Charlottes Web’. In RE they have been learning
about Baptism and the Light of God. In Geography they have been learning about Volcanos.

Ravens

This week, Ravens have been learning their times tables, and focusing on 7, 11, and 12’s. In English they have
been continuing drafting their stories about ‘The Fire Makers Daughter’. In Science they have been building
circuits for inside of their torches.

Owils

The Owls, this week they have been learning about fractions and adding and subtracting them. They have
also been planning their instructions for making friends in English. In Geography they have been learning
about navigation!

Eagles

In Eagles this week, they have completed their end of unit checks for measurements in Maths. They have
also completed their non-chronological reports about floods in English. In Science they have finished their
topic about lights.

With God’'s Love, we counv be our best.
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The Advent Wreath

Catholic Life

Gospel Values

The Gospel Value this term is Loyalty and Faithfulness as we
prepare for All Saints, Christ the King and Advent.

This week we have lit the first candle in our Advent wreath, but what does the Advent wreath mean?

The Circle The Advent wreath is a circle shape
Shape as God’s love has no beginning and
no ending.
Evergreen Evergreen leaves
are used to show
that God’s love is
eternal it never
stops!
Three To say “Sorry” — Penance.
Purple These are lit in weeks 1, 2 and 4.
Candles

One Pink Candle

Rose Candle —
Christmas is nearly
here. We
remember Mary.

One
White
Candle

Lit on Christmas Day.

Red Berries

Red is to show God’s
love and Jesus died
for us

Withy God's Love, we coan be our best.
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Christmas Hall Displays

Our wonderful displays in the hall which the children have taken lots of time an effort to
create tell the Christmas Story:

| The Annunciation — Year Six

Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem
Year Four

No Room at the Inn — Year Three

With God’'s Love, we counv be our best.
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The Angel appears to the Shepherds — Year Two

Three Wise Men — Year One

OMS Kindness Awards ‘

Matilda
Mrs Bruce
Luciano
Sophia F
Lily B

With God’'s Love, we counv be our best.
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Eco Club

FASHION SWAP SHOP

The Eco Ambassadors are so excited for their first clothing Swap Shop, which
will take place next week after school on Wednesday on the school
playground (weather dependent!)

They have been busy this week sorting all the donations into age categories
and many of them have already decided what they'd like to spend their tokens on!
They can't wait to help those who have donated also spend their tokens on some
sustainable fashions for their wardrobes. We've got plenty of Christmas clothes so
do take a look and see if you can pick up a jumper in time for Christmas Jumper
Day!

There is still time to take part!

If you'd like some tokens to spend at the Swap Shop, please give your old clothing
donations to either Kelly Stapleton (Year 1 & Year 5 Mum) or Lisa Sugrue (Year 4
Mum) at drop off or pick up by Wednesday in exchange for tokens to spend at the
Swap Shop!

We hope to see lots of you there picking up some new items of clothing and
helping our Eco Ambassadors spread the message about recycling clothing and
sustainable fashion.

Year 6 — Lavenders Trip

Our Year 6 pupils had a truly heart-warming visit to Lavenders Care Home this week. The
children sang a wonderful selection of Christmas carols, filling the room with festive cheer as
many of the residents joined in with smiles and laughter. After the singing, the pupils spent
time walking around the home, chatting with residents and sharing stories. The staff at
Lavenders gave us such lovely feedback, commenting on how polite, engaging and thoughtful
the children were throughout the visit. It was a memorable experience for everyone involved
and a beautiful way to start the Christmas season.

Thinking of everyone
The Common Good

Wuﬁ/vGod/yLO’ve/ we couv be our b%i‘
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St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

Nativity Service

As we enter the season of Advent, it is a time to prepare our
hearts for Christmas.

Our church will be holding their annual Crib Service at 4.30 on
Christmas Eve.

All welcome to attend.

Children’s Liturgy

The next children’s liturgy will be on
Sunday 7*" December.
This will be the Christmas Workshop too!

This happens during the 10am Family Mass and
=% all are welcome to attend. Children’s Liturgy is
) for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.

With God’'s Love, we counv be our best.
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Celebration Assembly

Congratulations to pupils who received special recognition in assembly this week for all their
efforts in class.

Year R: Christelle
Year 1: Alvey, Ruby Rose
Year 2: Izabella, Sienna
Year 3: Conor, Victoria
Year 4: Harry G, Millie
Year 5: Mercy, Joanna, Imogen
Year 6: Matilda, Grace

Lunchtime Award:

Reception - Alfie
Year One - Andrew
Year Two - Amelie
Year Three - Ava
Year Four - Archie
Year Five - Annie
Year Six - Erin
Birthdays

This week we would like to wish a Happy Birthday to all the children and staff who have a
birthday between 1%t and 7" December! We all hope that you had or have a lovely birthday!

Mrs Boden
Frankie B :
Archie C i

With God’'s Love, we counv be our best.
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Let’ s Celebrate

W|th the school? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk outlmlng
what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Caterpillar | Well done to Zach who won Beaver of the Week!

Dragonfly | Congratulations to Keziah on her Wow Card in Ballet.

Kingfisher | Congratulations to Caleb for winning Player of the Match!
Congratulations to Darcie who was awarded Swimmer of the Month!
Congratulations to Conor who received Player of the match!

Ravens Well Done to Millie who has completed Stage 4 at swimming.
Well Done to Phoebe who has completed her level 8 in trampolining.
Owls Well done to Shyan who had her big show for her Dance School, she performed Dick

Whittington and his Cat, panto.

Well done to Freya who played the Piano brilliantly at Maidstone Music Festival!
Congratulations to Beatrix for getting a merit in her grade 2 ballet exam

Eagles Well done to Ruby who was awarded player of the match!

Withy God's Love, we conv be our best.
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Attendance
Ladybird 89.3%
Caterpillar 91.7%
Dragonfly 93.7%
Kingfisher 93.3%
Ravens 93.8%
Owls 96.27%
Eagles 96.75%

St George — 146 points
St David — 182 points
St Patrick — 120 points

St Andrew — 275 points

—|— House Points
% 3

S X

Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date Activity
Monday 8" December Beauty and the Beast Pantomime
Thursday 11*" December Year 6 - Advent Penitential
Friday 12" December Year One Class Assembly
Friday 12'" December Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 12" December Christmas Lunch Day
Friday 19'" December End of Term Mass - all welcome

Withy God's Love, we coan be our best.
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Friday 19'" December

End of Term 1.30 finish

Monday 5% January

Start of Term

Tuesday 6 January

9.15 Epiphany Mass presented by Year 2 — All Welcome

Wednesday 7" January

9.30 Open Morning

Thursday 22™ January

Year 6 Young Voices

Withy God's Love, we coan be our best.




