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“Baptism givey strengtivand it gives Ught” pope Franciy Faiss®

Newsletter 22" May 2026

Headteacher’s Update

With the sun shining, what a beautiful way to end the term. As always, it’s been a busy one, but no more so
than for our Year Six children. Last week they completed their SATs, an accumulation of their learning in
Maths and English over the past few years. We are incredibly proud of the resilience, determination and
positive attitude the children showed, not only during the tests themselves, but throughout the year with all
of the hard work and preparation leading up to them.

The children approached the week with maturity, courage and confidence, supporting one another and
always trying their very best, fulfilling our moto of “With God’s Love, We Will Do Our Best”.

Whilst SATS are one way of measuring academic progress, they do not |HESENNE 2 R
measure the many other wonderful talents, gifts and qualities our A e
children possess, their kindness, creativity, humour, faith, teamwork
and compassion are equally important and make each of them truly
special. This has been seen even more so this week, as they went off
on their residential to Sayers Croft. Facing even more challenges, and
for some, the first time away from home. They have had an amazing
week in the rain and sunshine and, as we welcome them home, I'm
sure they’ll sleep well tonight.

A massive thank you to Miss Goldsmith, Miss Hand, Mrs Bruce and Mrs De La Hoyde who have made this trip
possible. Without the dedication of these staff members, leaving their own families for the week, giving up
their time and energy residentials like this would not be possible. Their care and dedication have helped
ensure these children have had the opportunity to have a week full of fun and happiness making memories
which will stay with them always.

Last week was also Mental Health Awareness Week which brought along Feel
Good Friday and the Colour Run! A huge thank you to the FOMP putting this
event on, one that is enjoyed by staff and pupils alike.

Another big thank you to everyone for their generosity in sponsoring the
children for this event. We have currently raised £3,000 towards some new
| trim trail equipment for the playground. Donations can still be given until
30% June and so it’s not too late to donate if you wish to do so.

Congratulations to the Ladybirds and Caterpillars who raised the most
amount of money (the Caterpillars won by amount and the Ladybirds won by
amount per pupil) and will enjoy a class reward of donuts and popcorn! Well
done to the winners of the “Design Your T-Shirt” competition. The t-shirts
looked fab in the morning and | know several classes found it difficult to
choose an overall winner.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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On the topic of generosity, back in March we held a Book Fair. Many of you kindly purchased books for your
children and family. When books are purchased at the Book Fair, the school earns rewards which we can then
spend on books. Thanks to everyone’s generosity we had enough rewards to allow us to purchase new
dictionaries for all of the Key Stage Two classes. This will make a huge difference to their learning and spelling
ability and | thank you sincerely for making this possible.

With all the good things happening over the past two weeks, as we come to the end of the term, we also have
to say a few sad goodbyes. First, we say a fond farewell to Pia, who has been teaching string instruments to
the children of the More Park Family for over 20 years. She has inspired numerous young musicians over the
years, encouraging their love for music and teaching them skills to last a lifetime. It is sad to see her go, but
wish her all the very best for her retirement.

We have also had to say goodbye to two other More Park families today:

Brooklyn who has been here for the past term is now moving away from the area and although she has only
been here a short time, she has made lots of friends and shown us what a kind and caring young lady she is.

We also have to say goodbye to Elijah in Year 4. Elijah joined us in Year 2 and has been an absolute pleasure to
have in class. This week the whole class have played together with him, even creating a whole class conga
around the field! Elijah and his family are now moving to Poland and we wish them all the very best.

As you all know though, once a member of the More Park Family, always a member of the More Park Family.

| would like to wish you all a wonderful, restful, half term break full of joy, peace and time together as a family.
| pray that God will bless the More Park Family during this time as we enjoy joy the sunny weather. May this

half term break be a chance to recharge, reflect and give thanks for all that has been achieved, ready to return
refreshed and ready for the final term of this academic year.

Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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What have we been learning 18" — 22" May
By Year 5 journalists Ella and Mercy

EYFS
Ladybirds

This week in RE, the Ladybirds have been learning number bonds up to 10, they have also been learning
about seed lifecycles. They have been doing phonics and learning words ending in ‘est’ and ‘ing’ and ‘ed’.
They have also been practicing for their class assembly.

Key Stage 1

Caterpillars
This week, Caterpillars have been learning about
double numbers in Maths. They have been
writing their own set of instructions on how to
travel to the moon. In Science they have been
looking at roots and growing their own flowers.

Dragonflies
This week some of the Dragonflies have been
making a story about a spider. In Maths they have
been looking at volume and density.

Key Stage 2

Kingfishers Ravens
This week, the Kingfishers have been learning This week the Ravens, have been learning about
about fractions in Maths. They have been looking decimals in Maths. In English they have been
at acrostic poems in English. In Science they have  publishing their stories based on the book Arthur
been looking at light and sources of light. and the Golden Rope. In History they have been

finishing their topic on the Vikings.

Owls
This week the Owls have been learning about Eagles
shapes, angles, lengths and measuring lines. In This week in Eagles, the children have been at
English they are writing about their new chapter Sayers Croft all week. Photos and videos are
in their book Wonder. In history they have been available on the schools Facebook page.

learning about World War 2.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Catholic Life

Ascension and Pentecost

Over the past two weeks, we have continued through the season of Eastertide. In Monday Worship we have
focussed on both The Ascension (celebrated on Thursday 14™ May) and Pentecost which is this Sunday.

The Ascension marks the moment when Jesus returned to Heaven, forty
days after His resurrection. Although the disciples were sad to see Him
leave, Jesus promised that they would never be alone and that the Holy
Spirit would come to guide and strengthen them. The Ascension reminds us
that Jesus is always with us, even if we cannot see Him, and that we are
called to continue His work on earth by showing love, kindness and
compassion to others.

Pentecost, often called the “birthday of the Church.” On this special day,
the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples as tongues of fire, filling them with
courage, wisdom and faith. Suddenly, they were able to go out into the
world to share the Good News of Jesus with everyone. Pentecost reminds
us that the Holy Spirit is still with us today, helping us to make good
choices, stand up for what is right and use our gifts to serve others.

These celebrations are deeply connected to Catholic Social Teaching. Through the
power of the Holy Spirit, we are called to live out the Gospel values of dignity, solidarity
and the common good. Just as the disciples were sent out to care for others and build
God’s kingdom, we too are called to use our talents to support those in need, welcome
others with kindness and work together as a community. Ascension and Pentecost
remind us that we are never alone in this mission — God gives us the strength and
guidance we need to make a difference in the world around us.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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First Holy Communion

We would like to offer our warmest congratulations to Margo, Christiano and Constantine, who celebrated
the special sacrament of their First Holy Communion last weekend. This is a very important and joyful
milestone in their faith journey, as it marks the first time they received the Eucharist — the Body of Christ —
and are more fully welcomed into the life of the Church.

It was a truly beautiful and prayerful occasion, and parishioners commented on how focused, reverent and
fully involved the children were throughout the celebration. We are incredibly proud of them and pray that
they continue to grow in faith, love and friendship with Jesus as they take this next step in their spiritual
journey.

Awe and Wonder

What is a Communion?

Communion is a Latin word

and means “community”

When we received the Body of the Lord,
a holy community is established
between him and us.

(YOUCAT for kids)

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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| Eco Club

This week, after watering our plants in the raised beds and polytunnel, we paid a visit to
Forest School to say hello to all the new wildlife that has moved in there since we last visited
in the summer of 2025. It was amazing to see so much biodiversity there!

In our groups, we made and filled new bird feeders and also created two new mini bug
houses. We also replenished and revamped our old bug hotel from last year so that it has lots
of new exciting crevices and shelters for the bugs living in there. After exploring under the log
seats and log piles, we were really pleased to see that our Forest School is still brimming with
life and biodiversity and is still the perfect haven for attracting new wildlife to our school
grounds. We will be keeping an eye on our bird feeders to see if the seeds are being eaten by visiting birds! What a
lovely session to end the term on...

Next term, we will be continuing our Food & Farming topic, learning more about
the production of our food and hopefully reaping the rewards of all our sowing
and planting from this term with some food of our own!

Year 2 — Class Assembly

Year 2 performed a lovely assembly covering their history learning about Florence Nightingale. The children
also shared a song about Florence, prayers and finished everything off with a lovely liturgical dance to the
song 'Amazing Grace' by Phil Wickham.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Year R have worked incredibly hard this term and shared their wonderful
class assembly with us, where they confidently presented all about the
lifecycle of plants.

They also shared that in RE, they have also been learning about Jesus,
including the Ascension and Pentecost, and they spoke beautifully about
what these important events mean to Christians.

They completed their assembly with everyone singing Shine Jesus Shine,
leaving the whole audience with big smiles on their faces.

We are very proud of their confidence, enthusiasm, and growing knowledge.

St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish website
Please follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish
Family Mass — Sundays at 10am

Children’s Liturgy

Next children’s liturgy will be on Sunday 6 June, at the 10am-
mass.
All are welcome to join us.

i Children’s Liturgy is for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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KS2 Music Evening

Wow! What a fabulous Music Evening.... number 20!

The choir performed 8 songs interspersed with our talented piano, wind and strings players - with a special performance
by Mrs Boden on her Saxophone and our stings teacher Pia on her violin.

After a practice in front of the whole school in the afternoon, our huge Choir and our musicians wowed their families in
the evening. A wonderful atmosphere culminating in the audience joining us in a rousing rendition of The Lonely

Goatherd.

Well done to all the children involved! An evening to remember!

A big thank you for all of the hard work and dedication of Mrs Dowd who continues to inspire generations of children,
filling them with a love of singing and music. We are very lucky to have her and grateful for all that she does to put
events like this together.

Year 6 Residential

The Year 6 children had an amazing time on their residential trip, taking part in a range of exciting and challenging
activities. Throughout the trip, they enjoyed a peaceful river walk, tested their teamwork skills during rafting, and had
lots of fun at the evening disco. The children also explored the woods using compasses, developing their navigation and
problem-solving skills, before challenging themselves on the high ropes course, where they showed great bravery and
determination. It was a fantastic experience that helped build confidence, friendships, and unforgettable memories for
everyone involved.

With Godls Love; we can be owr best:
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Celebration Assembly

Special Class Recognition Kindness Award
Congratulations to pupils who received
special recognition in assembly this Presented by Anti Bullying Ambassadors
week for all their efforts in class.
_ N Orsola
Reception: Tommy, Lilia Harry (2)
Year 1: Isabelle, Zach Eva
Year 2: Beatrix, lzabella Holly
Year 3: Delilah, Conor
Year 4: Alexander, Elijah .
Year 5: Lexi, Rosa House Points
Year 6: —I—
St George — 304 points
“ St David — 318 points
Attendance *
_ St Patrick - 266 points
Ladybird 94.51% ~”
Caterpillar 93.77% M St Andrew — 317 points
Dragonfly 95.3%
Kingfisher 96.33% . .
v 6 17% Swimming Award
Owls 96.79%
Eagles 94.61% Whole of year 3 for

outstanding behaviour

Birthdays

. This week we would like to wish a Happy
Colour Run T-shirt Birthday to all the children and staff who have
a birthday between 11% — 315t May! We all

Winners hope that you had or have a lovely birthday!

R: Sire Anosh
1: David Robyn
2: Joshua Andani
3: Pixie Oscar

4- Erin Christina

5 Rosa Victoria L

6: Teddy Jacob A
Alivia

Miss Agaj

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Would you like your child to be featured in the school newsletter and their achievements shared
with the school? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk

Let’s Celebrate

outlining what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Caterpillar

Well done to Rory who has completed his stage 4 swimming badge.

Dragonfly

Congratulations to Keziah who has achieved a WOW card for good footwork! She has also been
awarded a certificate of all her badges that she has been working on.

Kingfisher

Well done to Conor who received player of the match and scored a goal!

Congratulations to Frankie who received Beaver of the week!

Well done to Ronnie achieved bronze chief beaver badge!

Well done to Margo on her First Holy Communion.

Congratulations to Delilah who had her first gymnastics competition and won 3 trophy’s and a
medal!

Ravens

Well done to Charlie for achieving his level 4 in trampolining!

Well done to Alex who has competed at the Heart of Surrey Grade Feis achieving 2" in the
Open Championships and 1%, 2", 3, and 8™ in his solo dances.

Well done to Patryk who attended his first swimming gala and completed the 100m
breaststroke competition.

Owls

Congratulations to Antoni who attended the swimming gala and completed the 100m
breaststroke competition.

Congratulations to Shyan who achieved 1%t in her solo, 1%t in her trio, 15 for her small group,
and 2" for her Duo!

Congratulations to Annie who was awarded a silver medal for coming 2" in her 100m
breaststroke at her swimming club.

Congratulations to Constantine and Christiano who have had their First Holy Communion.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Wellbeing

The importance of sleep with young people

Hypnograph of "?P 3 H This month the feature topic is about sleap and you can start by watching the webinar
You can watch the webinar when conveniant and refer back when needed, whie also
using some of the practical strategies.

The importance of sleep with young people was recorded by ksla Mason a couple of
years ago but the relevance, importance and practical strategies reman just as
important as they did then

\ e Viithin this webinar you wil leam and understand what sleep actually is and the
science behind sheep. You wil also begin 10 see why it is so important to raise the
profile and impertance of sleep for children in arder 10 help their development and
cognitive functions.

“Sheep is your Ife-support systemn and Mother Nature's best effort yet at immortality”
Matt Walker, sleap sciantst

Mps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2 Fzgez9vcfM

N

opportunities that make a difference

“SPORTS CLUBS ;.
2025[=12026 .
TERM6

Book with code “EarlyBird!” and
save £5 per day when booking
before end of term 5! ¢

5 Don t miss out - book early and save! E

« 2 coached sessions (different sports)
« Access to equipment zones ;
1 .  Free-play and choice sessions 6; 5
. . -~
|- o/ A fun, supportive environment :\

for all abilities DR =
e YL Y
BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES =~ :!
>

Ny
-‘www.impactsportsclubs.co.uk 3! /
Emall lmpactsportsclubsOgma|l com

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date Activity
Monday 1° June Term 6 Begins
w/c Monday 1% June Year 4 Multiplication Test
Tuesday 2" June Year 5 Trip
Wednesday 3" June Year 4 Mass — all welcome — 10am
Friday 5" June Year 3 Trip
w/c 8" June Year 1 Phonics Screening
Wednesday 10*" June CAFOD Workshops
Wednesday 10*" June 5-6pm Year 5 Parent’s Meeting at St Simon Stock
Friday 12*" June Year 5 Class Assembly
Wednesday 17" June Year 2 Mass - all welcome — 10am
Thursday 18" June Class and Team Photos
Friday 19*" June Sunshine Day — Non Uniform Day
Friday 19*" June Year 6 Learn with the Lords Online Lesson
Friday 19*" June FOMP Father’s Day Drop
Monday 22" June St Thomas More Feast Day Mass and First Holy Communion
Mass —9.15 all welcome
Tuesday 23" June Year 4 Climbing Wall
Wednesday 24" June Transition Day

With - God’'s Love, we coun be ouwr best.
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Thursday 25" June Year 6 Climbing Wall
Friday 26'" June INSET Day - no children in school
Monday 29" June Year 5 Climbing Wall
Tuesday 30" June Year 3 Climbing Wall
Wednesday 1° July Year 1 Mass — all welcome — 10am
Thursday 2™ July Transition Day
Friday 3" July Sports Day — on field

All Welcome - provisionally from 1pm

Wednesday 8" July 9.30 Visit from Bishop Paul

Wednesday 8" July Year 6 End of Year Production

All Welcome - provisionally 6pm

Friday 10" July Farmers Market — on playground — All Welcome from 2pm
Monday 13 July KS1 School Trip
Wednesday 15 July Teddy Bears Picnic (weather dependent)
Thursday 16" July More Park Got Talent (Pupils only)
Friday 17" July 9.15 End of Year Leavers Mass — all welcome
Friday 17" July End of Term 6 — 1.30pm finish

With - God’'s Love, we coun be ouwr best.




