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Newsletter 20th March 2026 

Headteacher’s Update 

This has been a bumper packed week! 

On Monday we welcomed visitors from Imago, who joined us for a whole school assembly to talk about the 
important role of Young Carers. A Young Carer is a child or young person who helps to look after someone in 
their family who may have an illness, disability, mental health need or who needs extra support with daily tasks. 
Imago work with schools and families to ensure that Young Carers feel recognised, supported and able to thrive 
both at home and in school. 

The assembly helped our pupils understand how some children may have additional responsibilities at home 
and reminded us of the importance of kindness and support for one another. If you think your child may be a 
Young Carer, or you would like to find out more about the support available, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with Miss Cole (helena.cole@more-park.kent.sch.uk), who will be happy to help and provide further 
information. 

On Monday after school, we started the theme of Fire and Rescue as the staff undertook their Fire Warden 
Training.  This was a three hour training course discussing all aspects of fire safety within a school.  Everything 
from fire risk assessments to how to use a fire extinguisher was covered.  The training ended with the staff 
experiencing using a fire extinguisher.  There may have been a few wet staff at the end of it!   
On Wednesday we continued the theme of Fire Safety when Kent Fire and Rescue Service came in to undertake 
workshops with all of the year groups.  The children were taught about fire safety in the home and stop, drop 
and roll!  
 
Continuing the theme of safety, on Thursday we had a Lockdown into Fire Drill practice.  The safety of our 
children is always our highest priority. We regularly practice fire drills and lockdown procedures so that 
everyone knows what to do in an emergency. These drills help pupils and staff to stay calm, act quickly and 
follow clear routines to keep themselves and others safe in an emergency. 
 
I’d also like to say a huge thank you for the support everyone has given to the Book Fair this past week.  We 
have sold a record amount of books, which has given us a total of £489.36 to spend on books for the school.  
We continue on our book theme next week when we have the author C S Clifford visiting to undertake some 
fun workshops with the children across the school.  
 
Next week, we continue our preparation for Easter as each class will have the opportunity in taking part in a 
penitential service or an individual penitential with Father Donatus.  We also see the start of our Holy Week 
celebrations with Key Stage One presenting the Palm Sunday worship on Friday.  Everyone is warmly invited to 
attend.  
 
We also have our Parents’ Evening next week, so don’t forget to book your appointment using School Cloud.  If 
you need any assistance with this, please do get in touch with the office.  

Mrs Seal 
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What have we been learning 16th – 20th March  
By Year 6 journalists Grace and Sophia F 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Caterpillars 
This week, Caterpillars have been looking at 10’s and 
Ones in Maths. They have been writing about 
Grandads Island in English in preparation for their 
assembly. They have also been practicing for their 
class assembly this week.  

Dragonflies 
This week in Dragonflies, they have been practicing 
their 5 times tables. In English they have been retelling 
the story “Elephant”. They have also been on a school 
trip to the British Museum.  

Ladybirds 
This week Ladybirds have been really busy learning about doubling numbers to 10 and building their understanding 
through practical activities in Maths. They have also enjoyed taking part in a sun dance both inside and outside and 
have been getting creative by painting fire as part of their topic work!  

Kingfishers 
This week, the Kingfishers have been learning about 
centimeters and millimeters and how to measure. In 
RE they have been learning about the Last Supper. In 
English they have been reading George’s Marvelous 
Medicine.  

Ravens 
This week the Ravens, have been learning improper 
fractions. In English they have been writing paragraphs 
about ‘The Lost Thing’ In RE they have been writing 
prayers about Easter.  

Owls 
This week the Owls, have been learning about 
changing decimals to percentages. In English they have 
been writing animal reports about white sharks.  

Eagles 
This week the Eagles, in Maths, have been learning 
about Pie Charts. In English they have been learning 
and writing about their class book ‘Skellig’. In Science 
they have been grouping animals and insects.  

Key Stage 2 

Key Stage 1 

EYFS 
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Catholic Life 

Celebrating St Patrick’s Day 

This week, we came together as a school family to celebrate St Patrick’s Day with a 
beautiful Mass, prayerfully led by the children of St Patrick’s House. The children 
did a wonderful job helping us to reflect on the life and example of this special 
saint.  

St Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland. As a young boy, he was taken to Ireland as a 
slave, but after escaping and returning home, he chose to go back to Ireland as a 
missionary. He spent his life teaching people about God’s love and spreading the 
Christian faith. St Patrick is remembered for his courage, forgiveness and strong 
faith, as well as using the shamrock to help explain the Holy Trinity. 

His life reminds us of the importance of Catholic Social Teaching, especially 
solidarity and the dignity of every person. St Patrick chose forgiveness over anger and worked to bring people 
together, showing us how to live out the Gospel values of love, compassion and service to others. 

Family Mission for the Week: 
Try to follow St Patrick’s example by showing forgiveness and kindness. As a family, think of one way you can 
help someone in need, include someone who might feel left out, or forgive someone this week. Small acts of 
love can make a big difference in building a more caring and peaceful world. 

Thank you to St Patrick’s House for leading us so beautifully in our worship. 

Awe and Wonder 
 
Under Pontius Pilate Jesus Christ was tortured and sentenced 
to death. He died for us on the cross and was buried. 
 
Pontius Pilate was the representative  
in Jerusalem of the Roman Emperor. 
He sentenced Jesus to death 
although he knew he was innocent.  
 
Jesus was accused of  
having blasphemed God 
and breaking the law. 
He was said to have wanted to lead 
a revolution against the Emperor, 
to take over the power in the country himself. 
 
Out of love. Jesus says: 
“A man can have no greater love 

than to lay down his life for his friends.” (Jn 15:13)   (YOUCAT for kids) 
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Eco Club 
 

WEAR WILD WEDNESDAY 
 

The Eco Ambassadors have been busy 
preparing for their Wear Wild 
Wednesday assembly and non-uniform 
fundraiser which is next week on 
Wednesday 25th March!!  
 

Please wear something animal themed to school on 
Wednesday and bring a £1 donation for the Kent Wildlife 
Trust. Here’s where your money will be going: 
 
Kent Wildlife Trust is the county’s leading conservation charity, 
driving innovation to fight the climate and nature crises. We 
have over 31,000 members and volunteers, manage over 9,000 
acres of land and influence much more. Together with our partners, supporters and grazing 
animals, we transform habitats, restore and protect species and bring ecosystems back to life 
across the county and beyond, to benefit wildlife and people.  
 
Please support this great cause which is very close to the hearts of our Eco Club - we hope to 
see you all wearing something wild on Wednesday!  
 

 

The new CELEBRATE Family Activity Pack for Lent includes creative ways to 
help families grow close to God during this season.  There are engaging ways to count 

down the days in Lent, reflective prayer and discussion, craft, games, books and 
movies to help families draw close to God. 

 
CELEBRATE has also created a Lent game this year - Journey to Easter Joy - which 

encourages children to focus on prayer, fasting and almsgiving, in fun and interactive 
ways this Lent. 

 
CELEBRATE Children and Family Lead 

https://www.celebratetrust.org/ 
Follow us: 

Instagram: @celebratetrust 
Facebook: @Celebratetrust.org 

 

https://www.celebratetrust.org/shop/lent-family-pack-celebratehome-s45pm
https://www.celebratetrust.org/shop/lent-game-celebratehome-s45pm-39gpj
https://www.celebratetrust.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/www.celebratefestival.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/www.celebratefestival.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/www.celebratefestival.org/
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Year 1 Assembly  
 

We thoroughly enjoyed the Year 1 assembly, where the children confidently shared their 
learning across a range of subjects. They taught us all about the four countries of the United 
Kingdom, as well as how to classify animals into different groups. The children also impressed 
us as they recalled the story of Grandad’s Island through their Talk for Writing. To finish, they 
shared their understanding of Lent. We were so proud of their enthusiasm and confidence—
well done, Year 1! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Thomas More’s Church 
 

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website! 
Pease follow the link below to check it out: 

 
St Thomas More's Parish 

 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
On Sunday 29th March, we will be having an 'Easter Craft' 

workshop for children. This will be during the Sunday Mass, 
10am-11am, in the Pre-School building. 

All are welcome to join us. 
 

This will replace the April Children's Liturgy. 
This happens during the 10am Family Mass and all are welcome to attend. Children’s Liturgy 

is for children aged 2 ½ to 11 years old. 

https://westmallingrcc.org/
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LKS2 Football  
We are delighted to share that our LSK2 boys’ team achieved a fantastic 5–0 victory against Snodland in their 
recent match. The team showed excellent teamwork, determination and skill throughout, resulting in a well-

deserved win. We are incredibly proud of their performance—well done, boys!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

KS1 Football  
Our KS1 team were awarded the win in their recent fixture due to an administrative error from Barming 

Primary. Although the match did not take place as planned, we are proud of the team’s readiness and positive 
attitude. Well done to all involved! 

 
Year 2 Trip  

Year 2 enjoyed an exciting trip to the British Museum, where they had the opportunity to explore a wide range 
of fascinating artefacts and exhibits. The visit brought their learning on Africa to life and allowed them to 

deepen their understanding through real-life experiences. The children were a credit to the school, showing 
excellent behaviour and enthusiasm throughout the day. 
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Ball Skills  
Children in KS1 and LKS2 took part in an exciting Ball Skills Festival, where they rotated around a range of fun 
and active stations. The activities helped to develop their coordination, control, and teamwork skills, all while 
building confidence and enjoying being active. It was fantastic to see such enthusiasm and energy from all the 

children—well done everyone!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kent Fire and Rescue Workshops  
This week, children in Years 1–6 took part in engaging workshops delivered by Kent Fire and Rescue Service. 
The sessions were both informative and interactive, teaching pupils about fire safety, staying safe at home, 

and what to do in an emergency. The children were fully engaged and gained valuable knowledge that will help 
keep them and their families safe. We would like to thank Kent Fire and Rescue for such an important and 

enjoyable visit. 
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UKS2 Netball Tournament 
 

Our UKS2 netball team took part in a recent tournament and showed fantastic determination, teamwork, and 
resilience throughout. The team has made great progress and improved so much, which was clear to see in 

their confidence and gameplay. We are incredibly proud of their effort and positive attitude—well done to all 
involved! 

 
 

St Patrick’s Day Mass 
Well done to Erin, Alex and Ada who organised the St Patrick’s Day Irish Dancing.  We were delighted to watch  

them perform their Irish dancing routine during our St Patrick’s Day Mass on Tuesday morning. Their 
enthusiasm, confidence and skill made for a wonderful celebration, and it was a joy to see them share their 

talents with the whole school.  
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Celebration Assembly 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Special Class Recognition 
Congratulations to pupils who received 
special recognition in assembly this 
week for all their efforts in class. 
 
Reception:   Evie, Luciano 
Year 1:   Alvey, Archie 
Year 2:   Maisey, Orsola 
Year 3:   Raiden, Aleesha 
Year 4:   Myla, Max 
Year 5:   Christiano, James 
Year 6:   Matilda, Noreena 
 

Lunchtime Award: 
  

Reception  - Alfie   
Year One - Frankie 
Year Two - Jude 
Year Three - Ellie 
Year Four - Charlie 
Year Five - Valerie 
Year Six - Florence  
 

 
House Points 

 

St George – 106 points 
 

St David – 139 points 
 

St Patrick - 160 points 
 

St Andrew – 201 points 

Swimming Award 
  

Sonny, Eva 

Attendance 

Ladybird 96.7% 

Caterpillar 94% 

Dragonfly 93.7% 

Kingfisher 97.6% 

Ravens 94.8% 

Owls 91.7% 

Eagles 94.3% 

 

Birthdays 
  

This week we would like to wish a Happy 
Birthday to all the children and staff who have 
a birthday between 9th to 15th March! We all 
hope that you had or have a lovely birthday! 

 
Brody 
Ronnie 

Miss Webb 
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Ladybirds Congratulations to Aoibheann who received her 20m swimming badge.  

Caterpillars Well done to Zach who got his first 2 badges at Beavers!  

Dragonflies Well done to Patrick who received his level 2 in swimming!  

Kingfishers Well Done to Evie who has now completed her Bronze in Gymnastics!  

Owls Well done to Annie who has performed ‘The Little Mermaid’ at the Cranbrook Theatre and Annie also 
performed a Solo!  

Owls Well done to Freya who performed in her first dance festival and winning an silver medal for her ballet 
trio!  

Owls Well done to Joanna who participated in the Tunbridge Wells Arts Festival and got a Merit in her 
performance!  

Owls Well done to Rosie who completed her 1000m swimming badge!  

Eagles Well Done to Finn and Sonny who both completed the WCA Cubing Competition!  

Let’s Celebrate 

Would you like your child to be featured in the school newsletter and their achievements shared 
with the school?  Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk 

outlining what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.   
 
 

mailto:secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk
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Wellbeing 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grange Park School Outreach Course for Families 
Tuesday, Apr 28 from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
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Office Communication 

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your 
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk 

 

New dates added are highlighted each week 
 
 

Date Activity 

Monday 23rd March Year 5 Penitential 

Monday 23rd March Author Visit – C S Clifford (KS1) 

Tuesday 24th March  Author Visit – C S Clifford (KS2) 

Tuesday 24th March KS1 Football Match 

Wednesday 25th March Wear it Wild Wednesday for £1 donation organised by the 
Eco Club to raise money for Kent Wildlife Trust 

Wednesday 25th March Year 3 Mass in Church 

Wednesday 25th March Year 4 Penitential 

Wednesday 25th March Netball Match 

Wednesday 25th March Parents Evening 

Thursday 26th March Parents Evening 

Thursday 26th March Year 6 Penitential 

Friday 27th March KS1 Palm Sunday Worship – 9.15 All welcome 

Monday 30th March Washing of Hands 

Monday 30th March The Big Lent Walk – Sponsored walk around the field to 
raise money for CAFOD 

Tuesday 31st March Breaking of Bread 

Tuesday 31st March Year One Moon Landing Workshop 

Tuesday 31st March KS1 and Year 3 Penitential 

mailto:morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk
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Wednesday 1st April Passion Play – 9.15 All welcome 

Wednesday 1st April Easter Bonnet Parade (for pupils only) organised by the 
School Council  

 

Thursday 2nd April Easter Mass presented by KS1 – 9.15 All welcome 

Easter Bunny Visit 

End of Term – 1.30 Finish 

Monday 20th April Term 5 Begins  

Summer Uniform can be worn 

 

Wednesday 22nd April Chartwells Food Waste Assembly 

Thursday 23rd April St George’s Mass – 9.15 All welcome 

Friday 24th April Reception Vision and Hearing 

Wednesday 29th April Year 2 Mass in Church 

Wednesday 29th April Drama Workshop – EYFS and KS1 

Friday 1st May Year Two Trip 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 6th May Year 1 Mass in Church 

Friday 8th May Crowning of Mary – Year 4 

Saturday 9th May 11am First Holy Communion Mass 

Monday 11th – Thursday 14th May SATS Week – Year 6 

Wednesday 13th May Year R Mass in Church 

Wednesday 13th May New Starters Meeting 

Thursday 14th May Music Evening 

Friday 15th May Colour Run 
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Saturday 16th May 11am First Holy Communion Mass 

Monday 18th – Friday 22nd May Year 6 Residential 

Wednesday 20th May Year 5 Mass in Church 

Friday 22nd May End of Term 5 

 


