ix @ MovePark Catholic Primary
- "Baptism gives strengtivand it gives Light” pope Francis

Newsletter 30" January 2026

Headteacher’s Update

This week we welcomed Mrs Whittle, the CEO of our Trust, along with Mrs McBennett, the
Director of Primary Education and Mr Carr, the Estates Manager, to More Park. They came for
an update on our flood project and were very impressed with our new Learning Hub the space
created around it. The partition wall has gone up this week allowing us to divide the Learning
Hub into a sensory space at one end and a classroom learning space the other end.

We have also had a visit from an Early Years Advisor who was very impressed with the learning
that our Ladybirds are undertaking and how confidently they accessed the resources in the
classroom.

Year Six also had a visit from a Magistrate, Alvin Shaw, who came to talk to the class about the
court system. The children learnt how courts work and discovered the different roles people
have in court, such as the magistrate, judge, lawyers, and court staff.

Next week it is National Storytelling Week, so I’'m sure there will be lots of stories being read.
Perhaps if you have a favourite story you could share it with your children or they may have a
favourite to share with you! We also have our first, class assembly of the Spring Term, with

Year Two leading the way. We are looking forward to welcoming the Year Two families to this.

Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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What have we been learning 26" — 30" January -

By Year 6 journalists Mia and Taylia LEARNING 1€ EON

7 ﬂ/fﬁ..: 54 &

EYFS

Ladybirds
This week Ladybirds have been enjoying learning about ‘The Colour Monster’ as part of their learning about self-
regulation. We have explored how our feelings can be represented by different colours and are now using this

language regularly in classroom discussions. In Maths, we have been learning how the number 6 can be seen as ‘5
and 1 more’ and 7 is ‘5 and 2 more’.

Key Stage 1

Caterpillars
This week, Caterpillars have been learning about
which part of their bodies they need to see, smell,
taste and touch. They have also been imitating the
new text of Vlad and the Great Fire of London. In
Maths they have been using their number lines!

Dragonfly’s
This week the Dragonflies have been learning how to
use repeated addition. In English they have been
developing their stories. In RE they have looked at
painted watercolor pictures of the baptism showing
religious symbols. In Science they have been measuring
arms and legs to see how bodies change with age.

Key Stage 2

Kingfishers
This week Kingfishers have been learning about the
bronze age to iron age. In Science they have been
learning about Light. In English they have been reading
the Iron Man and writing a diary entry. In Maths, they
have been multiplying one-digit number by 2 digits.

Ravens
This week the Ravens have been multiplying and
dividing two and three digit numbers. In English they
are writing a story about Aladdin. In Science they are
exploring new sounds and lights. In History they have
made a poster of what happened in the Anglo Saxons.

Owls Eagles

This week the Owls have been learning about the
Ancient Greeks. In English they have been writing
invitations to other schools. In Maths they are learning
to multiply whole numbers by fractions.

This week the Eagles have had a special visit and talk
from the Magistrates. In Maths they have been
learning about percentages. In English they have been
learning about the Highway Man. In Science they have
been learning about Natural Selection.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Catholic Life

Celebration of the Word

This week during Celebration of the Word we heard the
story of Simon, Andrew, James and John choosing to
follow Jesus. We looked at how some decisions are easy
to make, but some are a bit harder. The children
discussed with each other why they thought Simon,
Andrew, James and John had decided to follow Jesus.

The children linked the reason to many of our Gospel
Values: Faith, Trust, Friendship, Loyalty.

As a family, in what ways can you say “Yes” to Jesus?

Eco Club
ENDANGERED SPECIES

This week, the Eco Ambassadors continued their studies on ENDANGERED SPECIES and
they decided they wanted to focus on one particular vulnerable species. They chose: the
AXOLOTL!

Did you know axolotls have the ability to remain in their embryonic state for their entire
lives?!

We had so much fun learning all about how axolotls can regenerate all their body parts and
we also discovered that Nuns in Mexico are using this to their advantage and using axolotl
body parts to make their top secret recipe cough medicine! The Nuns have become experts
at breeding axolotls and are now helping scientists with their research into this amazing
species!

Our research has made us even more keen to help endangered species and find out more
about the special wildlife in our world!

With God's M we couv be our best.
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Awe and Wonder
Why do People Pray?

Because God exists.

Deep inside, people have

A longing for God.

And God longs for them.
That’s why people

Of all cultures and religions
Of the earth, pray.

As Christians we pray
To our heavenly Father

Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.

The Holy Spirit is
The inner teacher
Of Christian prayer.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.

Candlemas Mass

Today we celebrated with joy, Candlemas as a school family
Led by Father Donatus, the Mass began with a beautiful
procession of candles, with six children from each class
bringing a candle forward to symbolise light.

Our Year 6 children played a special role by confidently
reading the readings and prayers and bringing up the
offertory.

{| Candlemas celebrates the Presentation of the Lord, when
Mary and Joseph presented baby Jesus in the Temple, and it
reminds us that Jesus is the Light of the World, bringing
hope and love to everyone.
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St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

The next children’s liturgy will be on

Sunday 1% February.

AR This happens during the 10am Family Mass and
¢ all are welcome to attend. Children’s Liturgy is
for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.

Youth Club

Youth Club is for pupils in Year 6 and above. They meet in
the school hall every other Friday evening from 7-9pm.
Lots of fun is had and they would love to see more new
members join them. The next meeting is on Friday 6%
February.

shutterstock com - 2204048381

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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LKS2 Football

The Year 3 & 4 boys put in a fantastic performance in their match against Allington Primary
School, securing a well-deserved 2—1 victory. The team showed great teamwork,
determination, and sportsmanship throughout the game. Harry C and Jasper both found the

back of the net with excellent goals, helping seal the win. Well done to all the boys for
representing the school so positively.

Year 6 — Magistrates talk

Year 6 took part in an engaging and informative magistrates’ talk, where they learned about the
role of magistrates and how the justice system works in everyday life. The session encouraged
thoughtful discussion and gave pupils a valuable insight into the importance of laws,
responsibility, and making positive choices. The children asked sensible questions and
represented the school extremely well throughout the visit.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Celebration Assembly

Special Class Recognition
Congratulations to pupils who received
special recognition in assembly this
week for all their efforts in class.

Reception: George, Luciano
Year 1: Elizah, Isla, Olivia
Year 2: lvy, Patrick

Year 3: Ellie, Frank

Year 4: Tomi, Millie
Year 5: Shyan, Betsy
Year 6: Sophia F, Ruby

Kindness Award

Presented by Anti Bullying Ambassadors

? Miss Rose
Lilianna

Joshua (3)
Victoria

Lunchtime Award:

House Points

_I_ St George — 83 points
m St David — 223 points

* St Patrick - 110 points

’A St Andrew - 191 points

Reception - Brody
Year One - Alvey
Year Two - vy
Year Three - Sonny
Year Four - Holly
Year Five - Lily
Year Six - Stanley
Birthdays

This week we would like to wish a
Happy Birthday to all the children and
staff who have a birthday between 26"
January and 1% February! We all hope
that you had or have a lovely birthday!

Miss Hand
Noah D
Alvey

Swimming Award

Layla
Jacob
Attendance

Ladybird 95%
Caterpillar 93.2%
Dragonfly 95.7%
Kingfisher 99.6%
Ravens 96.1%
Owls 95.65%
Eagles 92.05%

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Caterpillars Congratulations to Olivia who got star of the week at gymnastics this week!

Congratulations to Rupert who has completed his showcase for both Musical theatre and street dance!

Congratulations to Hadley who has performed a ballet showcase and Acro showcase!

Congratulations to Andrew who has performed at Lucy Robins school of dance show!

Dragonfly Well done to Travis who received the player of the week!

Well done to Bea who received her first Blue Peter Badge for her fantastic pictures and writing.

Kingfisher Congratulations to Martina for performing for her dance show.

Congratulations to Reagan who performed at Knole Academy in Sevenoaks and received medal of
achievement!

Congratulations to Aleesha who has performed at Lucy Robins school of dance show!

Congratulations to Eva who achieved performer of the day for her amazing dancing and singing!

Owls Well done to Max who has received man of the Match!

Well done to Marcus who has achieved his water skills level 6 badge and certificate!

Eagles Congratulations to Noreena for performing for her dance show.

Congratulations to Grace who has achieved player of the match and is doing so well in her football
team.

Congratulations to Florence who has performed her Acro in the Lucy Robins school of Dance Showcase
and received a medal.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Attendance
Ladder

© ouTsTANDING

100%
98%

School days missed
in an academic year

© VERY GooD

o
IMPROVEMENT 1,

® NEEDED

@ CONCERNED

@ VERY CONCERNED

As many of you already know; attendance and
punctuality are a keen focus of the current
Government but also here at More Park. Regular
attendance and punctuality help students stay on track
with their learning and ensure that students don’t miss
out on lessons, activities, or important information.
Being on time helps children to start the day focused
and ready to learn. Good attendance and punctuality
also builds responsibility and respect for others, which
are important skills for both school and life.

Should you wish to review our attendance policy it can
be found on our website HERE.

Supporting children with additional needs and their families in West Kent

FAMILY SUPPORT

Drop-In Support Session

for families of children with additional needs

The Family Support team has extensive experience
aiding families of children with additional needs. They
offer guidance in education, wellbeing, diagnosis,
disability benefits, and signposting to local services.

St Stephen’s Church Cafe,
37 Waterloo Rd, Tonbridge TN9 2SW

*

Thursday 5" Feb
Thursday 5" March’
Thursday 2" April 2tk

10:30 - 12:30

No appointment necessary!

The session is run alongside a pre school
stay and play organised by the church.

space2beme.org.uk support@space2beme.org.uk 01622 764566 ?

Registered Charity: 1140764, Company Reg 07324545

Withv God’s Love,

X

COMMUNITY
FUND

Wellbeing

SPACE 2

LEARN
AT SPACE 2 BE ME

EMOTIONAL REGULATION
& NEURODIVERGENCE

FOR PARENTS & CARERS OF NEURODIVERGENT
CHILDREN AGED 5-11

N

A new interactive workshop exploring:
* What emotional regulation is and why it
matters
* Why it can be more challenging for
neurodivergent children
e Practical strategies to support your child Q
* Theories like the Window of Tolerance &
Meltdown Mountain
* Ideas for after-school transitions & more

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL VIA OUR WEBSITE
TICKETS £12.50 EACH

FRIDAY 6™ FEBRUARY

10:45- 13:00
PADDOCK WOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE, MAIDSTONE ROAD,TN12 6EB

. Space2beme.org.uk 01622 764566

support@space2beme.org.uk

Registered Charity: 1140764

we couv be our best.
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Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date

Activity
Wednesday 4" February Year 1 Mass in church
UKS2 Girls Football
UKS2 Sports Hall Athletics
Friday 6*" February KS1 Infant Agility
Year 2 Class Assembly 9.15 — All Welcome
w/b 9% February

Year 6 Bikeability

Mental Health Awareness Week

Monday 9*" February

2.45 Ladybirds End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

3pm Year 4 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Tuesday 10" February Safer Internet Day
Tuesday 10*" February 2.45 Year 5 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome
Tuesday 10*" February

UKS2 Girls Football Match — Kings Hill

Wednesday 11*" February

Year 5 School Trip

Wednesday 11" February

Year 6 Mass

Wednesday 11*" February

3pm Year 6 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Thursday 12" February

3pm Year 3 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Friday 13" February

Feel Good Friday — Non Uniform (no donations required)

Friday 13*" February

Year 4 Class Assembly

February 13 February

2.45 Year 1 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

3pm Year 2 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Friday 13*" February

End of Term Three — normal finish times

Monday 23" February

INSET Day — No Children in School

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Tuesday 24" February

Children Return to School — Term 4 Begins

Wednesday 25" February

Year 5 Mass

Thursday 26" February

Secondary School Destination Day

Friday 27" February

Year 3 Class Assembly

Wednesday 25" March

Parents Evening

Thursday 26" March

Parents Evening

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.




