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“Baptism gives strengtivand, it gives Light” pope Francis

Newsletter 23 January 2026

Headteacher’s Update

This week, I'd like to begin by saying congratulations to the children who have just made
their Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. This is such an important step in their
faith journey, and we’re so proud of their dedication and preparation. Please keep them in
your thoughts and prayers as they continue to grow in their faith.

Year Six also had an incredible time yesterday, at the Young Voices concert at the O2 Arena!
They joined thousands of other children in an unforgettable evening of music and fun.
Despite the very long day, they did More Park proud representing our school brilliantly. I'd
like to say a huge thank you to the staff who accompanied the children. Without them, this
trip would not have been possible. Thank you too, to the parents who came to watch the
concert. Your support is very much appreciated.

If you’d like to see what the Year 6 got up to, check out our Facebook page for our latest reel!

Don’t forget we also have our new Website up and running. With the new website you have
the option of downloading the school calendar to your personal phone calendar, ensuring
you never miss an upcoming event. If you’'d like to do this, please follow this link:
https://moreparkmel9.greenhousecms.co.uk/Calendar/

Further work has been undertaken on our Learning Hub
this week. The decorators have been in and the
electricians have started the first part of their work. Some
of the furniture has been ordered and we are looking
forward to it being finished so that we can start to use it.
The whole flood project is nearly coming to an end and we
should see the workers closing down their work
compound next week, but they will need to return during
half term to complete the work on the carpark and the
remaining ground work during the half term break.

Next week, our week leads us to Candlemas. We shall be having mass in our school hall
which will be led by our Year 6 children. All are welcome to join us for this celebration of
light, marking the presentation of Jesus in the Temple.

Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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What have we been learning 19" — 23 January i Q- S
By Year 6 journalists Mia and Taylia LEARNING IS FUN

Ladybird

This week, the Ladybirds have been continuing their learning on animals. They have made fact files about
different animals from around the world before learning the story of ‘Meerkat Mail’. They then wrote
postcards to members of their family just like Sonny the Meerkat did!

Caterpillar

This week, Caterpillars have been making changes to their Gingerbread stories. In Maths they have been
looking at the numbers 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 and understanding how those numbers are made. In
Science they have looked at and experimented using all of their senses.

Dragonfly

This week, the Dragonfly’s have been practicing their number skills for Maths. In English they have been
doing their story maps and boxing up. In Science they have been doing the human life cycle and in RE they
have learnt how John the Baptist paved the way for Jesus.

Kingfisher
In Year 3, they have been learning their 8 times tables in Maths and in RE they have been learning about the
Gospel Values of Love and Peace.

Ravens

This week, the Ravens have been learning about dividing part whole models with remainders. In English
they have been writing about Enchanted Gardens. In Science they have been learning about how far sound
can travel.

Owls

The Owls, this week have been learning about the legacy of the Ancient Greek Olympic Games. In Science
they have been exploring the effects of gravity. In RE they have studied the beatitudes and created artwork
to represent them.

Eagles

Eagles this week, have been turning decimals into percentages. They have also been to Young Voices and in
PE they have been doing their fitness and dance routines.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.




Kei
Calholic
Schools' )
Partnership

Move Pork Catholic Primowy

Catholic Life
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Celebration of the Word

How well do you know your friends? That’s the question we
looked at this week. We had fun answering this question and
the children deciding who knew each other the best!

This led to our conversations on the scripture according to John
1:29-34 where John the Baptist showed how well he knew
Jesus. He told the crowd that Jesus is the Lamb of God. He
confirms that he has been preparing everyone for God’s Son
and that they would now be blessed with the Holy Spirit. The
Trinity — God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

We prayed together:
Come Holy spirit.
Fill the hearts of your faithful
And kindle in them the fire of your love.
Send forth your Spirit, O Lord, and they shall be created,
and you shall renew the face of the Earth.
Amen
(Tentenresources)

This week, how will you and your family be a witness for Jesus through your
words and actions?

Eco Club
ENDANGERED SPECIES

This week, the Eco Ambassadors continued their
study of an endangered animal of their choice.
They all produced some excellent pencil sketches
of their chosen animals after examining and
becoming inspired by the work of Claire Milligan, a
professional wildlife artist. The effort they put into
their art and the results they produced were both
amazing! Everyone has loved learning a bit more
about vulnerable species and the various reasons
for their decline in numbers. We are looking forward
to learning more about the work of various charities
in supporting these vulnerable animals and finding
out what we can do to help them.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Catholic Social Teaching

This week the children were given another area of Catholic Social Teaching to be their focus for
this term:

Reception - Chikondi the Giraffe
Thinking of everyone

Year One - Patariki the Penguin
Participation

Year Two - Poppy the Popokotea
Putting people in most need first

Year Three - Sid the Sheep
Everyone should have a say

Year Four - Shristi the Sun Bear
Showing we care

Year Five - DJ the Dolphin
Sharing fairly

Year Six - Sofia the Sloth
Looking after God’s gifts

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Hall Displays

This week our new hall displays have gone up. Each class have focused on a different one of
our Gospel Values and created a display to represent this. Ladybirds have looked at “Caring and
Sharing”, Year One “Love and Peace”, Year Two “Loyalty and Faithfulness”, Year Three “Honesty

and Responsibility”, Year Four “Friendship and Solidarity” and Year Five “Respect and
Kindness”.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Awe and Wonder
What does Jesus say about happiness?

Jesus wants all people to be happy.
Even if you are not healthy, famous,
beautiful, rich, strong or brilliant,
Jesus is going to make you happy.

He has made promises of happiness,
which may seem crazy at a first glance.
They are called “Beatitudes”.

The Beatitudes make it sound like it was the best
thing ever to be poor, sad or disadvantaged.
Jesus, actually, has given us a guarantee:

you can be as insignificant, poor,

weak, sad or devastated as one can be:

| will be your happiness!

Here and in heaven

(YOUCAT for Kids)

St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

Children’s Liturgy

The next children’s liturgy will be on

Sunday 1 February.

This happens during the 10am Family Mass and
all are welcome to attend. Children’s Liturgy is
for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Benji Davies
What an exciting week Year Two have had!
As part of their English lessons, they have been reading the book called “Tad” by Benji Davies.
In this book there is a character called “Big Blub”. Year Two couldn’t decide whether Big Blub

was a mean character or just a lonely character who was desperate to make friends with Tad.

So, to find out, they decided to write to Benji Davies and amazingly, they received a response
straight back!

Dear Dragonfly Class
Thanks for your message!

| think you might have worked out why Big Blub looks so unhappy.
He was very small himself when he was known as Little Blub.
Maybe he did find it hard to make friends? And maybe there was
always something chasing him for dinner, so he thought that was
what he was supposed to do too...

If only Tad had could have hung around to find out... | don’t think
she wanted to risk it though, do you? He was so much bigger than
her and he looked pretty hungry.

Maybe you could write and illustrate your own story about Big
Blub?

| wish you lots of luck —

Very best wishes

Benji

The children have taken on this challenge and are now writing their own stories about Tad and
Big Blub!

Well done Year Two!

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Celebration Assembly

Special Class Recognition Kindness Award
Congratulations to pupils who received special
recognition in assembly this week for all their Presented by Anti Bullying Ambassadors
efforts in class.
Reception: Lilia, Matthew Ava (3)
Year 1: Cian, Luke Mrs Boden
Year 2: Alivia, Samuele Jojo (1)
Year 3: Arthur, Aubree Sonnie (1)
Year 4: Frankie, Stephanie
Year 5: Rosie, Oscar
Year 6: Hugo, Elya
Lunchtime Award: House Points
Reception - George _I_ St George - 139 points
Year One - Elizah
Year Two - George m St David - 127 points
Year Three - Joshua
Year Four - Jasper * St Patrick - 167 points
Year Five - Joanna
" .
Year Six - Grace ’A St Andrew - 234 points
Birthdays Swimming Award
This week we would like to wish a Ronnie
Happy Birthday to all the children and Aleesha
staff who have a birthday between 19t
January and 25" January! We all hope
that you had or have a lovely birthday! Attendance
Ruby Rose Ladybird 100%
Frank Caterpillar 93.95%
Betsy Dragonfly 98.1%
Valerie Kingfisher 98.9%
Ravens 94.15%
Owls 95.65%
Eagles 94.75%

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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; , d;;( ,y like your child to be featured in the school newsletter and their achlex F;Me\ﬁt
“With the school? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park. kent schi.uk o’utlmmg
what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Ladybirds Well done to Alfie who has passed his level 1 swimming!

Kingfisher Well done to Harry who was awarded Winner of the 2025 Hard Work and Determination award for
Men’s Artistic Gymnastics. Harry also came runners up for Gymnasts Gymnast of the year!

Well done to Joshua dance got man of the match in the winter festival tournament.

Raven Well done to Jasper and his football team who won the league!

Attendance As many of you already know; attendance and
punctuality are a keen focus of the current
Ladder Government but also here at More Park. Regular

attendance and punctuality help students stay on track
with their learning and ensure that students don’t miss
© VERY GOOD out on lessons, activities, or important information.
Being on time helps children to start the day focused
and ready to learn. Good attendance and punctuality
also builds responsibility and respect for others, which
Ly are important skills for both school and life.

© OUTSTANDING

@ CONCERNED

Should you wish to review our attendance policy it can
@ VERY CONCERNED be found on our website HERE.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Wellbeing

i~ . Supporting children with additional needs and their families in West Kent

FAMILY SUPPORT

Drop-In Support Session
for families of children with additional needs

The Family Support team has extensive experience
aiding families of children with additional needs. They
offer guidance in education, wellbeing, diagnosis,
disability benefits, and signposting to local services.

St Stephen’s Church Cafe, 42 SPACE2
37 Waterloo Rd, Tonbridge TN9 2SW LEARN

AT SPACE 2 BE ME
Thursday 5" Feb ",

ey e a " ' EMOTIONAL REGULATION
ursday 2"° April© —
& NEURODIVERGENCE

10:30 - 12:30
No appointment necessary!

FOR PARENTS & CARERS OF NEURODIVERGENT
CHILDREN AGED 5-11

The session is run alongside a pre school
stay and play organised by the church.

@ SPACETEMeOTgUK  SUPDOITESPACSIDEME.TGUK 01622764308 I coumumry A new interactive workshop exploring:
B Registered Charity: 1140764, Company Reg 07324545 FUND What emotional regulation is and Why it
matters

Why it can be more challenging for
neurodivergent children

Practical strategies to support your child a
Theories like the Window of Tolerance &

Meltdown Mountain
» |deas for after-school transitions & more

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL VIA OUR WEBSITE
TICKETS £12.50 EACH
For Families: Anxiety & self FRIDAY 6" FEBRUARY

care 10:45- 13:00

Flease ancourage famili=s ;m your PADDOCK WOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE, MAIDSTONE ROAD,TN12 6EB
ooemmunity to jfoin MKooth for 3 free 45
miinuts wwehinar where they will hesr from
one of our community engsSgers=nt t=arm,
alonpgside a clinkcian fromm Kooth, webio vl
shars s=xpart fips on:

N space2beme.org.uk support@space2beme.org.uk 01622 764566

Registered Charity: 1140764

- hezaes b =spot the signs of arciety

- heoaee b offer supp-cet if their child i=
strupgling

- hezses Fiooth c=n help.

Thene sns oo dates svsilable. Flesse
share with families.

Book X6ih Jamn
Book Z5ih Jan

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your

Move Pork Catholic Primowy

Office Communication

children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date Activity
Wednesday 28" January Magistrates Talk — Year 6
Friday 30" January Candlemas Mass 9.15 — All Welcome
Wednesday 4" February Year 1 Mass in church
Friday 6'" February Year 2 Class Assembly 9.15 — All Welcome
Monday 9* February 2.45 Ladybirds End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome
3pm Year 4 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome
Tuesday 10" February Safer Internet Day
Tuesday 10*" February 2.45 Year 5 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Tuesday 10*" February

UKS2 Girls Football Match — Kings Hill

Wednesday 11*" February

Year 5 School Trip

Wednesday 11*" February

Year 6 Mass

Wednesday 11" February

3pm Year 6 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Thursday 12" February

3pm Year 3 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Friday 13*" February

Year 4 Class Assembly

February 13 February

2.45 Year 1 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

3pm Year 2 End of Topic RE Celebration — All Welcome

Friday 13*" February

End of Term Three — normal finish times

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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