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Newsletter 9t January 2026

Headteacher’s Update

Happy New Year to you all. 1 hope you have all enjoyed the Christmas break with your families. I'd
like to take this opportunity, on behalf of my staff and myself, to say thank you for the gifts and
cards we received at the end of term. We are all touched by your generosity.

As we begin this new term, we are filled with hope and
enthusiasm for the year ahead. Our term started in the most
meaningful way, with a beautiful Epiphany Mass led by Year
Two. This special celebration reminded us of the journey of the
Wise Men and the light of Christ guiding us into the New Year.
It was wonderful to see the children reflecting on this
important event as we came together in our faith as the More
Park Family.

It has also been an exciting week with a sprinkling of snow on Tuesday lunchtime. Even though it
didn’t settle, the children had a lovely time running around the field catching snowflakes.

We have also had our final Open Morning for our prospective parents. Don’t forget if you have a
child who is due to start school in September, the closing date for applications is next Thursday, 15
January. Please also ensure that your Supplementary Form has been
handed in at the office.

Today we have had the excitement of welcoming Women’s World Rugby
Cup winner, Rosie Galligan into school. Rosie was a pupil at More Park

and her Mum worked here up until 2024. It was lovely to see them both
again, especially as several of our staff were here when Rosie was a @ ™~ s ;
pupil! See the photos later in this newsletter to see what she got up to.
She has promised to come back in the summer to do some Rugby m A/‘

training with the children too!

More exciting news is that we have a new website! If all goes well it is due to launch on Monday
and should use the current website address. Please be aware that some links on the site may not
work, but we shall be working quickly to fix them.

Finally, I’d like to welcome two new pupils who have joined us this week. Both Eva and Jacob join us
in Year Three, Kingfisher Class. I’'m sure you’ll join me in welcoming them both to the More Park
Family.

Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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What have we been learning 5" — 9" January
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Ladybird

This week Ladybirds have been learning the story of ‘The Epiphany’ as well as designing the front cover of
their new ‘Animal’ topic books. They have been counting and recognising the patterns on a dice and then
connecting them to the numbers.

Caterpillar

This week, we have started reading and imitating our new class story of ‘The Gingerbread man.” In Maths,

we have been naming and recognising 2D shapes. In Art, we have been printing using fruit and vegetables.
In RE, we have started our new topic of ‘Galilee to Jerusalem’ and read the story of the Presentation in the
Temple.

Dragonfly
This week, Dragonflies have been looking at the features of a poem. In Maths they have been counting
money in pounds and pence. In History they are looking at the book of “What are Monarchs’.

Kingfisher
In Year 3, Kingfishers have been learning their new book ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. In Maths they have
been looking at the 3 times tables and in Science they have been learning about Volcanos.

Ravens

This week, Ravens have been learning how to rhyme for a new poem. In Maths they have been practicing
their multiplication and division by 10’s and 100’s. In Science they have been doing experiments on sound
and vibrations. In History they have been learning about the Anglo Saxons.

Owls

The Owls, this week have started their new book ‘The Lighting Thief’ by Percy Jackson. In Maths they have
been using two-digit numbers and multiplying them together. In History, they have continued their work
from English in regards to the Greek Gods.

Eagles

Eagles this week, have started their new Poem, ‘The Highway Man’. In Maths they have been learning
about decimals and in History they are doing ‘The Ancient Mayan’s’. They have also been learning their
songs for Young Voices.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Catholic Life

Epiphany Mass

On Monday, we celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany, marking
the arrival of the Wise Men who followed the star to Bethlehem
to honour the newborn King.

The children in Year Four led us in a thoughtful liturgy, reflecting
on the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and what these
gifts symbolise in our own lives today. But why did they choose
these gifts?

® Gold - an expensive gift to show that Jesus was a king.
® Frankincense - incense (like we have at Mass) to show Jesus’ priestly status.
® Myrrh - a burial ointment, a gift prophesying Jesus’ death.

Today, Jesus doesn’t want us to give him expensive gifts, he just wants us to give our hearts, so that we can
know the joy of being friends with Him. Jesus will always be with us for the whole of our lives.

Through our prayers, hymns, and scripture, we were reminded of the importance of seeking Christ’s light and
sharing His love with others as we embark on this new year.

As a family, how will you seek Christ’s light and share it with others this year?

Awe and Wonder
What does baptism do to me?

Water gives life.

When you climb out of the baptismal water,
You are newly born — as a Christian!

You are risen with Christ.

Now you belong to him.

Water cleanses.

By the sign of the water

God washes away the power of evil; you are freed from
Original sin.

From now on you are under the protection of
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

You are incorporated into

The community of the church.

(YOUCAT for Kids)

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.




More Park Catholic Primary

Eco Club

The Eco Ambassadors had their first meeting of 2026 this week and it was lovely to see some new
faces and, of course, our long-serving Eco Club members back too!

This term’s topic is ENDANGERED SPECIES so we got stuck straight in with discussing what
endangered means and looking at the reasons why some species fall into the endangered category

Over the coming weeks, the ambassadors will do a detailed study on one of the endangered species
from our shortlist so they spent some time doing some research into their chosen species to learn
as much about it as they can.

Our long term goal for this topic will be to find out what the WWF does for endangered species and look at ways in which
we can help them to do this valuable work. Everyone is very excited to learn more about the wonderful species that we
have in our world that we need to protect!

Gospel Values

The Gospel Values this term are love and

' Love and Peace peace as we celebrate Jesus Christ, the
light of the world, leading us towards

Candlemas Candlemas, a joyful occasion where we
celebrate the Presentation of Our Lord.

Term Three

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

Children’s Liturgy

The next children’s liturgy will be on

i
3= Sunday 1% February.

SO ® @D S €

This happens during the 10am Family Mass and
all are welcome to attend. Children’s Liturgy is
for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.
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With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Rosie Galligan

We were delighted to welcome back former pupil Rosie Galligan to our school this week. Rosie is a key member of the
Red Roses, England’s national women’s rugby team, and she has represented her country on the world stage, including at
the 2022 Women’s Rugby World Cup and the 2025 World Cup, where England were crowned Champions!

During her visit, Rosie delivered an inspiring whole-school assembly, giving pupils the opportunity to ask questions and

learn about her journey from school sport to elite international professional rugby. She also visited each class, engaging

with pupils individually and sharing powerful messages about hard work, resilience, teamwork, and self-belief. It was a

truly memorable and motivating visit for our school community, and we look forward to welcoming Rosie back later this
year to teach our children some rugby skills.

ROSILE GALLIGAN

VISITS MORE PARRK
With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Celebration Assembly

Congratulations to pupils who received special recognition in assembly this week for all their
efforts in class.

Reception: Jacob, Lilia
Year 1: Sonnie, Erin
Year 2: Samuele, Alfie
Year 3:Jacob, Eva
Year 4: Max, Myla
Year 5: Antoni, Athena
Year 6: Lucas, Stanley

Kindness Award — presented by the Anti-bullying Ambassadors

Ellie (3) KINDUESS
HA N GE
Aleesha (3) EVIRYTHIN
Lily (5)
James (5)
Marcie (1)

Lunchtime Award:

Reception - Matthew
Year One - Hadley
Year Two - Harry
Year Three - Hettie
Year Four - Frankie
Year Five - Betsy
Year Six - Stanley

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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House Points

—I— St George - 133 points
“ St David - 164 points

* St Patrick 61 points
ol
o N St Andrew 218 points
Birthdays

This week we would like to wish a Happy Birthday to all the children and staff who have a
birthday between 1%t January and 11% January! We all hope that you had or have a lovely
birthday!

Teddy
Tomi
Hadley
Erin
Freya
Andrew

Swimming Award
Koda

Eva

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Let’s Celebrate
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wrth the s’chool? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park. kent SCh uk o’UtImmg
what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Dragonfly Well done to Izabella who has received the Bronze Challenge Award.

Ravens Well done to Franklin who has received his brown belt in martial arts.
Well done to Jasper who received Star Player!

Eagles Congratulations to Isabella who has taken part in Crawley Long Course and swam 100m back stroke and
breaststroke and 50m freestyle.

Staff Congratulations Miss Goldsmith who has ran a Ultra Marathon which is 50km!
Congratulations Miss Rose who has also ran 30km!

Attendance
Ladybird 92.7%
Caterpillar 93%
Dragonfly 92.7%
Kingfisher 94.3%
Ravens 96.75%
Owls 93%
Eagles 98.45%
Attendance As many of you already know; attendance and punctuality are a
keen focus of the current Government but also here at More Park.
Ladder Regular attendance and punctuality help students stay on track with
their learning and ensure that students don’t miss out on lessons,
100%  ©outstanoine activities, or important information. Being on time helps children to

start the day focused and ready to learn. Good attendance and
punctuality also builds responsibility and respect for others, which
are important skills for both school and life.

:.chaul daysmissed 98% © VERY GooD

an academic year

Should you wish to review our attendance policy it can be found on
90% ® "o om’" our website HERE.

touch

® CONCERNED

80% @® VERY CONCERNED

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Wellbeing

January Free webinars for parents from the Witherslack Group

Next month, the Witherslack Group will be hosting three webinars for parents and carers,
exploring dysregulated behaviour, ARFID, PICA and DLD. To sign up, follow this link:

Https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/advice-and-support/events/?

- 7th January @ 10am

- 14th January @ 10am

- 21st January @ 10am

&y (‘:,v\"} " , k -cz‘(\z‘ P«
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EMOTIONAL REGULATION
& NEURODIVERGENCE

FOR PARENTS & CARERS OF NEURODIVERGENT
CHILDREN AGED 5-11

A new interactive workshop exploring:
¢ What emotional regulation is and why it
matters

¢ Why it can be more challenging for
neurodivergent children
¢ Practical strategies to support your child % e
* Theories like the Window of Tolerance & %

Meltdown Mountain
¢ |deas for after-school transitions & more

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL VIA OUR WEBSITE
TICKETS £12.50 EACH

FRIDAY 6" FEBRUARY

10:45- 13:00 -
PADDOCK WOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE, MAIDSTONE ROAD,TN12 6EB

space2beme.org.uk support@space2beme.org.uk 01622 764566

E M1
% Registered Charity: 1140764

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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https://cx1--04.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VW2tCk5Rc8XMW2tgqKk5P09HcW1FPBGm5Hf9vHN6TZ7sv5nXHCW7lCGcx6lZ3q0W3mdPxr68HFMyW1mHNkm1xtyslW7zGXRB1YntcwW59VJp-6QL1dhW2J-G-G31rKRJN6Cf8KNrlR4-W5ZvPLW3_q66rW8XT3lH12L5RKN50zKrdyc6xBW90CYvD5mBrR9W5MCbJv10yTcQW27P_8H4B6W_pW1km33P6yXRSWN9ftNC16kZdCN3Q9rGvVJg10N3qfghqTh9FJN6xKvGQP004zW3zWqQq6qRCjpW3q81SZ57LX0CW2msxXy6NFgFsN1rWbGvX4gZdW4Xg4P1628cQ3W4J5Gwx4vdf6kW4TDMVP6fVZ6FW4nFrJz3XSs_CN5z9Jc2GZrG4W8qJ-LM10N_XZW5zXgbg5BS8vpW7_zcrc5vXmlVVqv6v51QJLJwW2JJx0j97-3HbW2PWSHc3lLvrJW7_6g1C49cQ5RW494KHQ8c3D49V1dF8_43KCXzN65qDzQC8dRGW8Yvp1v128_6pW3M_XW-5wT4mbW7DB16n8xRHnfVBSPY56tPJHwf4RL97v04
https://cx1--04.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VW2tCk5Rc8XMW2tgqKk5P09HcW1FPBGm5Hf9vHN6TZ7sP5nXHCW7Y9pgv6lZ3kJVT3LQ986xXcvW7S5-_-8pfwBcW3-81mc4DCdm_W7pYwvV5zVzjnN7HLkRhcLfnHW2zs2ZM90g5yWW46kXYz2CdcDlW2SwQj45w0dpKW4Sf9YL53p-tTW50x3lK2-H1w5W3Sbw2w6DGNYPW1Sq57834Xn2NW4XcMfX5kNq17VjRLl24v9N_kW91Hrc_1bX606W2Tqcwf3gG_NgW3HPLk93HNj5kV34dzT8sTZH8W3SrvvC9j0GzBW1tyZrF1FlYtnW7lLSKz3p9pn7W8Ts9ML1c6xkkN529V45Hm8LgW5jYQx34QRKBMN6YC3Ywnl6hhW8kfRJv5bdM0mW1l4VCj21KdxtW1tRGSY4cJ_zVW4GVxwx83hVR3W2SLVWg3vY7_2W6L4MD75Jy2S7W81Xy2j6djLbGW332Mnq7cyFGxW1rgb-D2f5lP2W88ZXyZ1t7KJtW6Gtz293YFrRgW40lK0851TS_CW3Wn2_n3NGqNJW4BfNqn26XKQVW26XL5k1p2gYJW7N8VZ96x8y5tW99QBqc7MvMlnf7_0lm604
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Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your

children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date

Activity

Monday 5" January

Start of Term

Tuesday 6% January

9.15 Epiphany Mass presented by Year 2 — All Welcome

Wednesday 7" January 9.30 Open Morning
Wednesday 14 January Year 3 Mass in church
Wednesday 21 January Year 2 Mass in church

Thursday 22" January Year 6 Young Voices
Wednesday 28" January Magistrates Talk — Year 6

Friday 30" January Candlemas Mass 9.15 — All Welcome
Wednesday 4" February Year 1 Mass in church
Tuesday 10 February Safer Internet Day

Wednesday 11*" February

Year 5 School Trip

Friday 13*" February

End of Term Three — normal finish times

WithvGod’'s Love,

we couwv be our best.
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