@ More Park Catholic Primary
- “Baptism gives strengthvand, it gives light” pope Francis S

Newsletter 27t February 2026
Headteacher’s Update

Welcome back to Term 4. | hope you all had a great week off.

We have started the week back with some goodbyes and welcomes. Tuesday was Yuvina’s last
day at More Park as he has now managed to secure a school place much closer to his home
address. We wish Yuvina and his family all the best for the future.

We have also welcomed two new pupils: Elliot in Ladybirds and Mateo in Ravens. I’'m sure you
will join me in welcoming them and their parents to the More Park Family.

Our final welcome is a welcome back, as Mrs Bush returns from maternity leave. Mrs Bush is
back in the office working alongside Miss Agaj, whilst Mrs Knight has moved offices joining Mrs
Boden in the SENCO office.

Over the half term break, you would have seen that the Flood
Works have finally finished! The workmen have now erected the
polytunnel and finished the planters. This means we are now all
ready to start planting our crops and flowers ready to grow at our
Farmer’s Market which will be on Friday 10" July. If you would
like to donate any seeds or compost to your child’s class, this
would be gratefully received.

The carpark has also been finished and the huge potholes have
been filled in. Please can | remind you that nobody should be
walking across the carpark at any time. | have also noticed this
week that several parents have been pulling into the school carpark. Currently, the carpark can
only be used with prior arrangement with myself. However, | am hoping to start a drive in drop
off system and more details will follow on this shortly.

Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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What have we been learning 23— 27" February
By Year 6 journalists Grace and Florence

EYFS

Ladybirds
This week Ladybirds have been doing Balanceability and have were all amazing! They have also been learning
about people that help each other and in mats they have been learning about adding on from 5.

Key Stage 1

Caterpillars Dragonfly’s
This week in Caterpillars have been learning about This week the Dragonflies have been reading their book
different types of animals. In science. they have ‘How to Hide a Lion’. In Maths, they have been learning
been learning about subtracting and doing doubles their times tables, and in topic they have been learning
using number bonds. In English they have been about Kenya.

reading Grandad’s Island.

Key Stage 2

Kingfishers Ravens
This week Kingfishers have been learning about This week the Ravens have been learning about
remainders in Maths. In English they have continued finding perimeters of shapes in Maths. In English they
reading the Iron Man. In RE they have been learning have been writing about ‘The Lost Thing’. In RE they
and practicing the Parable of the Lost Sheep. have been learning about Hinduism.

Owls Eagles

This week the Owls have started reading their new This week the Eagles have started reading ‘Skellig’ in
class book ‘Migration’. In Maths they have been English as their class book. In RE they have explored
learning about decimals up to 1000. In Geography they Sikhism. In Science they have been classifying animals
have been learning how to get to London and back. into groups. In Maths they have been looking at the

area and perimeter of shapes.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Catholic Life

Lent

Last week, during half term, we marked Ash
Wednesday, which signals the beginning of Lent in
the Church’s calendar.

Ash Wednesday marks the start of this important
and reflective season for Catholics. Lent is a special
time of preparation leading up to Easter, when we
remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the desert. It is a time for prayer, reflection, giving, and
sometimes making small sacrifices, as we try to grow closer to God and live out our faith more
thoughtfully.

During Lent, you may notice that our classroom prayer table cloths have changed to purple, anc
Father Donatus now wears purple vestments during Mass. Lent is represented by the colour
purple because it symbolises reflection, repentance and preparation, helping us to focus on thig
quieter, more thoughtful season in the Church year.

Gospel Values

This term, as we journey through Lent and prepare for
Holy Week and Easter, our Gospel Values are Honesty
and Responsibility.

Term Four

Honesty and Lent is a time for reflection and growth, when we

BEN NI encourage the children to look honestly at ourselves —
our choices, our words and our actions — and think
Lent and about how we can become more like Jesus.

Holy Week . . - .
y It is also a time to take responsibility: for our behaviour,

for helping others, and for playing our part in our
school. As we remember the events of Holy Week and
the great love shown through Easter, we are reminded that living with honesty and responsibility helps us to
follow Jesus’” example each day.

How will you and your family live through Jesus’ example this week?

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Ackdirins 14 O
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The new CELEBRATE Family Activity Pack for Lent includes creative ways to
help families grow close to God during this season. There are engaging ways to count
down the days in Lent, reflective prayer and discussion, craft, games, books and
movies to help families draw close to God.

CELEBRATE has also created a Lent game this year - Journey to Easter Joy - which
encourages children to focus on prayer, fasting and almsgiving, in fun and interactive
ways this Lent.

CELEBRATE Children and Family Lead
https://www.celebratetrust.org/
Follow us:

Instagram: @celebratetrust
Facebook: @Celebratetrust.org

Awe and Wonder

The second rule of the game means:
God entrusted his name to us.

We should never misuse it.

But we may call him by his name,
like a father or a friend.

This is what it means to pray

That God has told us his name
demonstrates his great confidence in us.
To know someone’s name

is to have the key to his heart.

That’s why you may never play with,
mock or joke about holy words like “God”,
“Father in heaven”, “Jesus Christ” or “Holy Spirit”.
To curse, or to curse someone

and use God’s name when cursing,

is a serious sin.

(YOUCAT for kids)

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.



https://www.celebratetrust.org/shop/lent-family-pack-celebratehome-s45pm
https://www.celebratetrust.org/shop/lent-game-celebratehome-s45pm-39gpj
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N Eco Club

It was great to see so many regular faces back at Eco Club this term
and to welcome some new faces too! The first thing to talk about was
how wonderful Forest School is looking now - we can't wait to get back
out there in the summer term and restore our Minibeast Mansion after
the long winter! We will also be repairing and refilling our homemade bird feeders in the
hopes of bringing lots more wildlife to our grounds.

Speaking of wildlife, plans for Wear Wild Wednesday are in full swing and this week the
Eco Club have designed posters to display around the school to advertise our
fundraiser for Kent Wildlife Trust. We are asking for a £1 donation in return for wearing
an item of animal-themed clothing or accessory on Wednesday 25th March. We have
been so impressed learning all about the work of Kent Wildlife Trust in preserving lots of
green spaces and making a wilder Kent for everyone so we will be very pleased to raise
some much-needed funds for their cause.

Next week, we will be back doing our Eco Walks around the classrooms, making sure
classes are using the recycling bins correctly and saving energy where they can!
Remember to switch off all lights and screens when not in use.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Year 3 Assembly

Year 3 led a fantastic assembly inspired by The Iron Man, confidently sharing their learning from
English, including how they have been using adverbs and similes to make their writing more
powerful and imaginative. In RE, they reflected thoughtfully on the story of The Lost Sheep,
reminding us that God loves us all and cares for each and every one of us. The children finished
beautifully with a joyful performance of Three Little Birds, singing proudly and enthusiastically,
leaving us all smiling.

St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

Children’s Liturgy

The next children’s liturgy will be on

ildren’s Litur
Chil L gy Sunday 1°* March.

wb‘v«-‘# \‘ﬁ
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This happens during the 10am Family Mass and

M,am ol oS qu W‘rw all are welc.ome to attend. Children’s Liturgy is
et for children aged 2 %: to 11 years old.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Balanceability

This week, our Reception children successfully completed their Balanceability programme. Throughout the
sessions, the children developed essential balance and coordination skills using balance bikes, learning how to
glide, steer, and control their speed safely. It was wonderful to see their confidence grow with each lesson as
they practiced starting, stopping, and maneuvering around obstacles. Balanceability has helped to build not
only their physical development but also their resilience and independence, and we are incredibly proud of the
determination and enthusiasm they have shown.

UKS2 Football - Boys

Well done to our UKS2 boys who played on Wednesday and secured a fantastic 4—2 victory! The team showed
great determination, teamwork and resilience throughout the match, working hard both in attack and defense.
Their passing was sharp, their movement off the ball was excellent, and they demonstrated brilliant
sportsmanship from start to finish. A huge congratulations to all the players for a well-deserved win — we are
very proud of you!

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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- Celebration Assembly

Special Class Recognition Kindness Award
Congratulations to pupils who received
special recognition in assembly this Presented by Anti Bullying Ambassadors
week for all their efforts in class.

Matthew

Reception: Elliot, Matthew ? Elijah
Year 1: Andrew, Zach
Year 2: Samuele, Ava
Year 3: Aleesha, Koda
Year 4: Jasper, Sofia
Year 5: Tyler, Amelie
Year 6: Bella, Taylia

Lunchtime Award: House Points

—I— St George — 157 points
Reception - Thomas
Year One - Frankie . .
St David — 204 points

Year Two - Sienna “
Year Three - Kace * St Patrick - 156 points
Year Four - Fletcher
Year Five - Valerie .

St Andrew — 356 points
Year Six - N

Finn »A

a a Swimming Award

Birthdays Caleb, Delilah

This week we would like to wish a Happy
Birthday to all the children and staff who have Attendance
a birthday between 23 February to 1%

March! We all hope that you had or have a Ladybird 92.4%
lovely birthday! Caterpillar 92.15%

Dragonfly 97.1%

Eva Kingfisher 94.4%

Imogen Ravens 93.25%

Rosa SC Owls 96.6%

a a Eagles 95.55%

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Let’s Celebrate

Would you like your child to be featured in the school newsletter and their achievements shared
with the school? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk
outlining what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Congratulations to Evie who has earned her first Rosette.

Congratulations to Lilyanna who has earned her first Rosette.

Well done to Layla for achieving level 12 in Gymnastics.

Well done to Amelie who has won 15 place and 4 medals at The Royal Tunbridge Wells dance festival.

Well done to Isabella who has achieved level 10 in Gymnastics!

Attendance As many .Of you already know; attendance and
punctuality are a keen focus of the current
Ladder Government but also here at More Park. Regular

attendance and punctuality help students stay on track
100%  ©ourstanone with their learning and ensure that students don’t miss
s 98% © Verv Goop out on lessons, activities, or important information.
Being on time helps children to start the day focused
and ready to learn. Good attendance and punctuality
also builds responsibility and respect for others, which
@ Mo are important skills for both school and life.

n an academic year

@ CONCERNED

Should you wish to review our attendance policy it can
e be found on our website HERE.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Wellbeing

@O %4 “  Supporting children with additional needs and their families in West Kent

FAMILY SUPPORT

Drop-In Support Session
for families of children with additional needs

The Family Support team has extensive experience
aiding families of children with additional needs. They
offer guidance in education, wellbeing, diagnosis,
disability benefits, and signposting to local services.

St Stephen’s Church Cafe,
37 Waterloo Rd, Tonbridge TN9 2SW

Thursday 5" Feb ~ ~
Thursday 5" March’'
Thursday 2" April
10:30 - 12:30
No appointment necessary!

The session is run alongside a pre school
stay and play organised by the church.

v,
i space2beme.org.uk support@space2beme.org.uk 01622 764566

ig COMMUNITY
B 5 Regi FUND

egistere: d Charity: 1140764, Company Reg 07324545

FOSTER
v

L ) '
READY TO START YOUR FOSTERING JOURNEY?
~ 3
Visit kentfostering.co.uk
e N »
™ 03000 420002 ‘\ < {8 Kent %

fostering k28] ¢
K
i

With Godls Love, we cam be ouwr best
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Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date Activity

Monday 2" March St David’s Day Mass

Kent Year 6 Secondary School Destination Day

Tuesday 3" March Year 4 Trip
Wednesday 4" March UKS2 Boys Football Match - Home
Thursday 5" March World Book Day

Parade around the playground in costumes
at 8.55 — All welcome

Friday 6" March Year 5 Class Assembly

UKS2 Boys Football Match - Home

Monday 9" March Science Week
Book Week
Wednesday 11" March Book Fair Arrives
Wednesday 11" March Year 4 Mass in Church
Thursday 12" March Railway Children Production
Friday 13" March Ladybird Class Assembly
Monday 16" March Staff Fire Warden Training — 2.45 finish
Tuesday 17*" March St Patrick’s Day Mass with Irish Dancing — All welcome 9.15
Wednesday 18" March Kent Fire and Rescue Workshops
Wednesday 18" March Book Fair Ends
Friday 20" March Pupil Progress Reports Sent Home
Friday 20" March Year One Class Assembly
Friday 20" March Sayers Croft Meeting — 3pm

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Monday 23" March

Author Visit — C S Clifford

Tuesday 24" March

Author Visit — C S Clifford

Wednesday 25" March

Year 3 Mass in Church

Wednesday 25" March

Parents Evening

Thursday 26" March

Parents Evening

Friday 27" March

KS1 Palm Sunday Worship — 9.15 All welcome

Monday 30" March

Washing of Hands

Tuesday 31 March

Breaking of Bread

Wednesday 1° April

Passion Play — 9.15 All welcome

Thursday 2™ April Easter Mass presented by KS1 —9.15 All welcome
Thursday 2™ April End of Term — 1.30 Finish
Monday 20" April Children Return to School — Term 5 Begins

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.




