%’\% More Park Catholic Primary
 “Baptusm gives strength and it gives Light” pope Francis %t

Newsletter 13t February 2026
Headteacher’s Update

Term Three always seems to be a long term with the shorter days and the cold, wet weather,
but here we are at the end of it already! It has been a term where we have shared the light of
Jesus through our daily worships and prayers and our Candlemas Mass. We have also taken
part in many sports events and seen the flood works rapidly coming to an end.

This week has been as busy as the rest of the term, but I’'ve managed to still have the pleasure
of having lots of children join me at lunchtime for colouring and lunch in my office!

It has also been lovely to welcome so many of you into school for the RE Celebrations. Thank
you to all those that supported this. We have received some lovely comments in our RE
Celebration Book:

RE End of Topic Celebration

“Beautiful celebration of Jesus the Teacher”

“Amazing presentation on the Beatitudes”

“Lovely to hear all the children talk and sing so confidently!

If you would still like to make a comment on your child’s celebration, please do click the link
below or scan the QR Code.

RE End of Topic Celebration — Fill out form

We have also taken part in this year’s Safer Internet Day.
This year’s theme was “Smart Tech, Safe Choices,
Exploring the safe and responsible use of Al”. Many
thanks to our Year 6 pupils Mia, Bella, Lucas and Spencer
who scripted and presented a whole school assembly on
this topic. Al is an excellent resource, but children (and
adults) may encounter many dangers in using it. The
children shared this message with the school and
discussed ways on how to stay safe.

Next week is half term and | hope you all have a restful time with your families. Monday 23™
February is an INSET day and therefore children will return to school on Tuesday 24" February.
Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.



https://forms.office.com/e/asmZn30kxX

e\% More Park Catholic Primary

What have we been learning 2" — 6" February
By Year 6 journalists Mia and Taylia

EYFS

Ladybirds
This week Ladybirds have finished our Talk for Writing learning about Goldilocks by writing sentences. They also
enjoyed some sensory learning using porridge oats to retell the story through play. In Maths the Ladybirds have
enjoyed learning about four sided shapes and even went on a shape hunt!

Key Stage 1

Caterpillars Dragonfly’s
This week in Caterpillars, we learned about the story This week the Dragonflies have been doing poems for
of Jesus meeting the children in RE. In Math’s, we English. In Math’s they have been dividing and doubling.
have been practicing making number bonds to 20. In In Science they have been looking at humans and
Art, we shared our final pieces with Ladybird Class heights.

and showed them the work we have been creating.

Key Stage 2

Kingfishers
This week Kingfishers have been learning about 3 way
partitioning in Math’s. In English they have been music with lots of instruments for Computing. In

learning where ‘A’ and ‘And’ should go in sentences. In English they have been publishing their story about
RE they have been practicing for their End of Topic RE magic.

Celebration.

Ravens
This week the Ravens have been making their own

Owls Eagles
This week the Owls have been publishing their stories This week the Eagles have been writing a missing
for English. In Math’s they have been learning about report for the Giants Necklace. In Math’s they have
fractions and decimals. In Computing they are building been learning about basic algebra. They have also
a art gallery in Minecraft Education. They have also been making comments on their Topical Talk.

been on their school trip to Maidstone Museum.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Catholic Life

Celebration of the Word

Our theme for this week was “Salt of the ‘
Earth” which focussed on Matthew’s You are the salt of the sarth,
Gospel, chapter 5, verses 13-16. The 'yauarefée/jéfoﬂée:
children learnt how salt can enhance,
preserve and cleanse. Jesus said to his
disciples “You are the salt of the Earth”
and “You are the light of the world”.
Jesus wanted his followers to enhance
peoples lives by being a positive
influence on the world and helping them to light up the world through the good that they do.
We discussed how the children too can be like the salt of the earth and light of the world, by
making other people’s lives better through their words and actions.

As a family, how can you make other people’s lives better through your words
and actions this half term?

Awe and Wonder
What does “Remember the sabbath day and
Keep it holy” mean?

Even if people are more and more under pressure:
Sunday is not the time

For work stuff, day-to-day stuff and shopping.
Nor is it normally the time

Either for homework or even tutoring.

On Sundays we are meant to relax,

To eat together and play,

To take time for the family.

There is one important appointment,
Though, on Sunday:

Holy Mass — time for God.

(YOUCAT for kids)

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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| Eco Club

It was wonderful to hear from our lovely cleaning attendant, Natalie, about the impact of
the classroom recycling bins since they were installed last year. Natalie reported that the
amount of general waste being thrown away from classes has reduced SIGNIFICANTLY as a
result of the recycling bins now being used. She commended all the children for using the
bins correctly and she reported that on only a few occasions she has had to move paper
from the general waste bin into the recycling bin. It was great to hear about how the children are all aware of
which bin to put their waste into and shows that they are all making a conscious effort to recycle more. This is
huge progress and shows that everyone is taking steps to making the school eco-
friendlier and more sustainable. Well done to everyone!

In other news, this week the Eco Ambassadors composed and practiced their new
Eco Song for 2026 (you may remember our 2025 song, Oh Put it in the Bin!). This
year our song is called Wild Life and we hope to sing it for everyone on Wear Wild
Wednesday, which is on Wednesday 25th March. We can't wait to see everyone
bringing their £1 donation to wear something animal-themed and support the

Kent Wildlife Trust! : ,
% ‘»Wednesday 25%
"March 2026 ¢

Eco Club will be back next term for the second part of their Endangered Species
module!

End of RE Topic Celebrations
Thank you to aII those that joined us for the End of Topic RE Celebrations
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Year 4 Assembly

Year 4 led a wonderful assembly showcasing their learning across the curriculum. They shared their knowledge
of the Anglo-Saxons in History and linked this to Catholic Social Teaching on solidarity, reminding us of the
importance of supporting one another. This message was reinforced through their performance of Lean on Me
by Bill Withers. They also explained how sound travels in waves in Science and reflected on Jesus the Teacher
in RE. The children spoke and sang with confidence and made us very proud.

St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

Children’s Liturgy

The next children’s liturgy will be on

Sunday 1°* March.

This happens during the 10am Family Mass and
all are welcome to attend. Children’s Liturgy is
for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.



https://westmallingrcc.org/
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Year 5 School Trip — Maidstone Museum

Year 5 enjoyed a fantastic trip to Maidstone Museum to support their learning about the

Ancient Greeks. They explored interesting artefacts, took part in a workshop and showed great

enthusiasm throughout the visit. The children represented the school brilliantly and gained
valuable hands-on experience.

Bikeability

This week, our Year 6 students have successfully completed their Bikeability training—a
nationally recognised course designed to equip children with the skills and confidence needed
to cycle safely on the road.

The training began with Level 1, conducted on the school playground. Here, students focused
on mastering fundamental cycling skills such as balance, control, and awareness. Those who
demonstrated proficiency in all elements of Level 1 were then taken onto local roads that had
been carefully risk assessed for training suitability.

At Level 2, the children developed their ability to navigate real-world cycling environments,
including understanding road positioning, signaling, and managing interactions with other road
users. This phase of training provided invaluable experience in a safe and structured manner,
reinforcing essential road safety principles.

We are incredibly proud of all our Year 6 students for their enthusiasm and commitment to
learning these vital life skills. Well done to everyone who took part, and a big thank you to our
instructors for their dedication in delivering this important training.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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UKS2 Football -Girls

The girls’ football match against Kings Hill was a tough game. Everyone played really well, but
sadly we lost 3-1. Even though it was disappointing not to win, we showed great teamwork and
didn’t give up until the final whistle.

Year 6 — Dance Performance

As part of their PE Curriculum, the Year 6 pupils have been choreographing a dance routine to

the classic hit “Grease Lightening”. It has been great to watch them over the past few weeks

having so much fun and today they had the opportunity to perform to the Reception and Year

Two children. The younger children really enjoyed watching the older children perform. Well
done to Year 6! Scan the QR code to watch a clip yourself.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Year R — Rodents and Reptiles

Ladybirds had an enjoyable morning with Rodents and Reptiles, bravely holding
each of the different animals from guinea pigs to rats!

Celebration Assembly

Special Class Recognition Kindness Award
Congratulations to pupils who received
special recognition in assembly this Presented by Anti Bullying Ambassadors
week for all their efforts in class. Miss Hand

Freya (5)

Reception: Matthew, Jacob Joanna
Year 1: Hadley, Rory Jasper
Year 2: Oscar, Alfie Miss Hamer
Year 3: Reagan, Arthur
Year 4: Yuvina, Milo
Year 5: Whole Class
Year 6: Teddy, Grace

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Pareaf the Acheocse of o

House Points

_I_ St George — 306 points

Lunchtime Award: “ St David — 250 points
Reception - Thomas - * St Patrick - 165 points
Year One - Primrose W . _
Year Two - lvy P St Andrew — 210 points
Year Three - Delilah
Year Four - Tomi
Year Five - Lily
Year Six - Flora

Swimming Award
No awards this week
Birthdays

This week we would like to wish a Happy Birthday
to all the children and staff who have a birthday
between 9% to 22" February! We all hope that
you had or have a lovely birthday!

Max L

Mrs Thresher Attendance
Joseph A
Lily B Ladybird 98.6%
James C - P
Sophia B Caterpillar 84.3%
Patryk T Dragonfly 93.3%
Alfie G Kingfisher 96.9%
Millie W 5
Cecilia S Ravens 95.15%
Charlie A Owls 95%
Fletcher o
Milo Eagles 92.75%

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Let’s Celebrate

Would you like your child to be featured in the school newsletter and their achievements shared
with the school? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk outlining

what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Ladybirds Well done to Lilyanna who has achieved her level 4 in trampolining.
Well done to Evie who received her first Gymnastics Medal!
Well done to Matthew who received his 10m swimming award!
Caterpillar Congratulations to Robyn who has received a Musical Theatre Rosette Award!
Ravens Well done to Charlie who has read all the Percy Jackson books in just over a month!
Owls Congratulations to Freya and Sophia who performed in their Winter Troupe Performance at the Stag
Theatre!
Congratulations to Rosa who has scored 83 out of 90 in her Acrobatic Dance Exam!

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Attendance As many of you already know; attendance and
punctuality are a keen focus of the current
Ladder Government but also here at More Park. Regular
attendance and punctuality help students stay on track
100%  ©ourstanone with their learning and ensure that students don’t miss
98% e out on lessons, activities, or important information.

Being on time helps children to start the day focused
and ready to learn. Good attendance and punctuality

- also builds responsibility and respect for others, which

90%  ©"me E are important skills for both school and life.

PR R—
im an acadernic yenr 85% ® CONCERNED

Should you wish to review our attendance policy it can
LT EER be found on our website HERE.

Wellbeing

Supporting children with additional needs and their families in West Kent

FAMILY SUPPORT ity

AT SPACE 2 BE ME

EMOTIONAL REGULATION
& NEURODIVERGENCE

FOR PARENTS & CARERS OF NEURODIVERGENT
CHILDREN AGED 5-11

Drop-In Support Session
for families of children with additional needs

The Family Support team has extensive experience x
aiding families of children with additional needs. They
offer guidance in education, wellbeing, diagnosis,
disability benefits, and signposting to local services.

St Stephen’s Church Cafe,
37 Waterloo Rd, Tonbridge TN9 2SW

Thursday 5" Feb — “
Thursday 5" March’
Thursday 2" April sl

10:30 - 12:30
No appointment necessary!

The session is run alongside a pre school
stay and play organised by the church.

A new interactive workshop exploring:
* What emotional regulation is and why it
matters

* Why it can be more challenging for
neurodivergent children

* Practical strategies to support your child a

* Theories like the Window of Tolerance &

Meltdown Mountain
» |deas for after-school transitions & more

pr BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL VIA OUR WEBSITE
) e e ¢ L g TICKETS £12.50 EACH
FRIDAY 6" FEBRUARY

10:45- 13:00
PADDOCK WOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE, MAIDSTONE ROAD,TN12 6EB

. space2beme.org.uk support@space2beme.org.uk 01622 764566

Registered Charity: 1140764

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.



https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/moreparkprimarywestmalling/UploadedDocument/acb4c364-b7d4-41c2-9c53-ed7309b9263e/attendance-policy-2024-2025.pdf
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APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

JUNIOR BAKE OFF
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LAST CHANCE TO APPLY 15™ MARCH 2026 = "
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READY TO START YOUR FOSTERING JOURNEY?
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Visit kentfostering.co.uk
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With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date

Activity

Monday 23" February

INSET Day — No Children in School

Tuesday 24" February

Children Return to School — Term 4 Begins

Wednesday 25" February

Year 5 Mass

Thursday 26" February

Secondary School Destination Day

Friday 27" February

Year 3 Class Assembly

Monday 2" March

St David’s Day Mass

Tuesday 3™ March

Year 4 Trip

Wednesday 4" March

UKS2 Boys Football Match - Home

Thursday 5" March

World Book Day
Parade around the playground in costumes
at 8.55 — All welcome

Friday 6" March

Year 5 Class Assembly

Monday 9" March

Science Week

Book Week

Wednesday 11*" March

Book Fair Arrives

Wednesday 11*" March

Year 4 Mass in Church

Thursday 12" March

Railway Children Production

Friday 13t March

Ladybird Class Assembly

Monday 16" March

Staff Fire Warden Training

Tuesday 17*" March

St Patrick’s Day Mass with Irish Dancing — All welcome 9.15

Wednesday 18" March

Kent Fire and Rescue Workshops

WithvGod’'s Love,

we couwv be our best.
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c

Wednesday 18" March Book Fair Ends
Friday 20" March Pupil Progress Reports Sent Home
Friday 20" March Year One Class Assembly
Friday 20" March Sayers Croft Meeting — 3pm
Wednesday 25" March Year 3 Mass in Church
Wednesday 25" March Parents Evening
Thursday 26" March Parents Evening
Friday 27" March KS1 Palm Sunday Worship — 9.15 All welcome
Monday 30" March Washing of Hands
Tuesday 31t March Breaking of Bread
Wednesday 1° April Passion Play — 9.15 All welcome
Thursday 2™ April Easter Mass presented by KS1 —9.15 All welcome
Thursday 2" April End of Term — 1.30 Finish
Monday 20 April Children Return to School — Term 5 Begins

With - God’'s Love, we coun be ouwr best.




