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“Advent is like a springtime, when everything

is renewed and so is fresh and healthy.” stteresa of calcutta
Newsletter 19t December 2025

Headteacher’s Update

It has been a wonderful week at More Park with lots of Christmas preparations happening all around the
school, from Christmas crafts to Christmas writing. One of the builders this week commented to me as to how
wonderful it was to hear the children singing on the playground at lunchtime!

On Tuesday, we welcomed the residents of Lavenders Care Home to our Christmas rehearsals They really
enjoyed it and loved hearing the children sing and watching them perform. It was wonderful to welcome so
many of you to our two Christmas productions on Wednesday. The hall was packed | think you’ll agree; the
performances were brilliant!

Now, as we come to the end of Term Two and draw the year to a close, we would like to take a moment to
reflect on what has been a busy, joyful and faith-filled year for our More Park Family.

During this Jubilee Year of Hope, the children have lived out the values of faith, kindness and service and
Catholic Social Teaching, through their learning, worship and daily interactions, reminding us all of the hope at
the heart of our Catholic mission.

We have also enjoyed a range of enriching trips and visits this year including the Tower of London, Houses of
Parliament, Maidstone Museum and the Royal Observatory.

Many children across the school have also had the opportunity to represent More Park with enthusiasm and
sportsmanship in a variety of sporting fixtures, making us all extremely proud.

| would also like to say a massive thank you to my dedicated staff for their commitment to and care of our
pupils across the school, and to you, our parents and carers, for your continued support and partnership
throughout the year.

I am also very grateful to the Friends of More Park for their hard work and generosity in fundraising. They have
raised so much money this year which has enabled us to purchase the new Learning Hub, as well as repairs to
the field trim trail amongst other things.

It has also been fantastic to welcome Mrs Ward back this week. Although she is undertaking a phased return,
so has been with us for a couple of hours each day, getting to know her new class, the Ladybirds. It's wonderfu
to see her back in school with us all.

Finally, I'd like to say a fond farewell to three of our pupils: Ellsie, Jacob and Ezra, who all join new schools in
January. I’'m sure you’ll join me in wishing them all the very best on the next step of their educational

adventure.

Now, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we wish you all a joyful and peaceful Christmas, and we
look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on 5th January.

Mrs Seal

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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What have we been learning 15t" — 19t" December >
By Year 6 journalists Grace and Mia

Ladybird

This week Ladybirds have been rehearsing for their nativity performance and completing lots of Christmas craft.

Caterpillar
This week, Caterpillars have worked really hard to perform in the Nativity. They completed their DT
evaluation for our fruit salads. We made a start on our Christmas crafts and Christmas cards for our families.

Dragonfly

This week, Dragonfly’s have had a huge successful week with the children performing their nativity twice. The
work didn’t stop, with ‘wanted’ posters in English, money in Maths, food chains in science and prayers from
Elizabeth the prophetess in RE.

Kingfisher
In Year 3, they have finished publishing their persuasive letters in English. they have also done their Nativity
rehearsals and performance. Also, Christmas crafts which had a great time practicing for the end of term Mass.

Ravens
This week, Ravens have finished publishing their stories on ‘Fire makers daughter’. They have finished their
torches which combined Science and DT work and had lots of Christmas fun.

Owls
The Owls, this week have done their end of unit check in Maths, they have also made Hot Chocolates, and
performed in the nativity.

Eagles

Eagles this week, have practiced and performed for their Christmas Performance. They have written two-
way dialogue, they have also finished their end of unit checks in Maths. Then they did their Christmas crafts
and decorated their Christmas cookies and then watched ‘The Grinch’.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Catholic Life

This week we have celebrated the story of Jesus’ birth through our KS1 Nativity Performance
and our KS2 Choral Performance. Both Key Stages told the story through words and songs,
reminding us that the Nativity is at the heart of our faith and through their performances the
children shared the message of love, hope and joy that the birth of Jesus brings to us all.

KS1 Christmas performance

Our KS1 children delighted families and staff with a wonderful Nativity performance, retelling the Christmas
story with confidence, joy and enthusiasm. Through beautiful singing, clear narration and thoughtful acting, the
children brought the story of Jesus’ birth to life and reminded us of the true meaning of Christmas. Every child
played their part brilliantly, and we are incredibly proud of the effort, teamwork and courage they showed on
stage. A heartfelt thank you to our staff for their dedication in preparing the children, and to our families for
their continued support.

KS2 Christmas performance

Our KS2 pupils gave a wonderful caroling performance, filling the hall with festive cheer and showcasing their
impressive vocal talent. The children sang with confidence, harmony and enthusiasm, creating a joyful
atmosphere that was enjoyed by all who attended. Their commitment during rehearsals was evident, and they
demonstrated excellent teamwork and maturity throughout the performance. We are extremely proud of the
children for representing the school so positively, and we extend our thanks to the staff who supported and
prepared them, as well as to our families for their continued encouragement.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Awe and Wonder
What happened in Bethlehem?

A stable is all there is left.

There, at night, Jesus is born.

Mummy Mary did not even have a cot.

She laid baby Jesus in a manger.

Nearby shepherds were tending their sheep.
Suddenly they took fright:

Angels were rejoicing in the sky.

They exclaimed: “Do not be afraid!

Today the Saviour has been born to you

the one you have been waiting for all this time.”
The shepherds left immediately.

The found the stable and the child.

Simple shepherds were the first to see

the Saviour of the world.

(YOUCAT for Kids)

Eco Club

Well done to our fabulous Eco Ambassadors for being awarded a certificate from Better Planet
Schools for their outstanding work on the Fast Fashion module! This term, they have learned all
about the environmental impacts of the fast fashion industry, they have learned how they can
help to tackle the fast fashion problem, they have held two upcycling workshops to show how
old clothes can be transformed into something unique and they also organised and delivered a
whole-school Swap Shop where pupils could trade their preloved clothing with others to give
their wardrobes a new lease of life!

It has been another wonderful term for our Eco Ambassadors and this is the 4th Better Planet
Schools module they have completed - many have said it was their favourite one yet!

We will be back in 2026 with our next module, Endangered Species, so we hope to see many of you there. Merry
Christmas!

Gospel Values

The Gospel Value this term is Loyalty and Faithfulness as we
prepare for All Saints, Christ the King and Advent.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

Children’s Liturgy

The next children’s liturgy will be on
Sunday 4" January.

\’L@@ DTS, &

-,
This happens during the 10am Family Mass and
o i“". W s all are welcome to attend. Children’s Liturgy is
=R for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Celebration Assembly

Congratulations to pupils who received special recognition in assembly this week for all their
efforts in class.

Reception: All of Ladybirds for an amazing nativity
Year 1: All of Caterpillars for an amazing nativity
Year 2: All of Dragonflies for an amazing nativity

Year 3: Jacob, Ava
Year 4: Ada, Max
Year 5: Lily, Freya
Year 6: Jack, Noah

Kindness Award — presented by the Anti-bullying Ambassadors

Freya (6) KND GEESS
Patrick (2) EVH‘I\WT N
Alfie (2)
Noah (6)

Lunchtime Award:

Reception - Jacob
Year One - Frankie
Year Two - Jude
Year Three - Frankie
Year Four - Fletcher
Year Five - Freya
Year Six - Freya

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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House Points

—I— St George 96 points
“ St David 194 points

* St Patrick 130 points
ol
o N St Andrew 273 points
Birthdays

This week we would like to wish a Happy Birthday to all the children and staff who have a
birthday between 8" December and 31t December! We all hope that you had or have a lovely
birthday!

Alfie
Koda
Luke
Evie L
Phoebe
Ellsie
Olivia
Jude
Rupert J

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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K

K Wm}lda(pp like your child to be featured in the school newsletter and their achlew;n“neﬁt sh,ared

ke Let’s Celebrate A

With the s¢hool? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park. kent schi.uk o’u;cllnlng
what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Ladybird Well done to Aoibheann for achieving her 10m swimming badge.
Caterpillar Well done to Hadley who has achieved her 100m swimming badge.
Well done to Rory who has achieved his level 4 in trampolining.
Dragonfly Well done to Izabella who achieved a 400m meter badge for using 2 strokes.
Kingfisher Well done to Conor who has received his 200m swimming badge.

Well done to Delilah who has completed her level 7 trampolining certificate.

Well done to Aubree who has completed her Level 4 in gymnastics.

Owls Congratulations to Beatrix for getting a merit in her grade 2 ballet exam

Congratulations to Freya who has performed in ‘The Land of 07’

Congratulations to Annie who has performed at Rochester Christmas Market and performed a Solo for
Away in the Manger.

Eagle Well done to Isabella who won 2 gold medals for 100m backstroke and 200m breaststroke.

Well done to Mia who got player of the match!

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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More Park Catholic Primary

Attendance
Ladybird 92.7%
Caterpillar 93%
Dragonfly 92.7%
Kingfisher 94.3%
Ravens 96.75%
Owls 93%
Eagles 98.45%

At the end of each long term (Christmas, Easter and the Summer), as part of our weekly Celebration Assembly,
we love to recognise the children’s great attendance. Those with over 98% receive a Bronze certificate, those
with over 99% receive Silver and those with 100% Gold. It was such a pleasure this week to give out 32 Gold
awards. Well done to all those children with 100% this year! In addition to the certificates, the children are
entered into a draw to win a gift voucher of £20 for gold, £10 for silver and £5 for bronze.

Well done to this term’s winners!
£20 - Victoria L
£10 — Millie
£5 — Koda

As many of you already know; attendance and punctuality are a keen focus of the current Government but also
here at More Park. Regular attendance and punctuality help students stay on track with their learning and
ensure that students don’t miss out on lessons, activities, or important information. Being on time helps
children to start the day focused and ready to learn. Good attendance and punctuality also builds responsibility
and respect for others, which are important skills for both school and life.

Should you wish to review our attendance policy it can be found on our website HERE.

Wellbeing

January Free webinars for parents from the Witherslack Group

Next month, the Witherslack Group will be hosting three webinars for parents and carers,
exploring dysregulated behaviour, ARFID, PICA and DLD. To sign up, follow this link:

Https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/advice-and-support/events/?

- 7th January @ 10am

- 14th January @ 10am

- 21st January @ 10am

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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https://cx1--04.eu1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/LY+113/cX1--04/VW2tCk5Rc8XMW2tgqKk5P09HcW1FPBGm5Hf9vHN6TZ7sP5nXHCW7Y9pgv6lZ3kJVT3LQ986xXcvW7S5-_-8pfwBcW3-81mc4DCdm_W7pYwvV5zVzjnN7HLkRhcLfnHW2zs2ZM90g5yWW46kXYz2CdcDlW2SwQj45w0dpKW4Sf9YL53p-tTW50x3lK2-H1w5W3Sbw2w6DGNYPW1Sq57834Xn2NW4XcMfX5kNq17VjRLl24v9N_kW91Hrc_1bX606W2Tqcwf3gG_NgW3HPLk93HNj5kV34dzT8sTZH8W3SrvvC9j0GzBW1tyZrF1FlYtnW7lLSKz3p9pn7W8Ts9ML1c6xkkN529V45Hm8LgW5jYQx34QRKBMN6YC3Ywnl6hhW8kfRJv5bdM0mW1l4VCj21KdxtW1tRGSY4cJ_zVW4GVxwx83hVR3W2SLVWg3vY7_2W6L4MD75Jy2S7W81Xy2j6djLbGW332Mnq7cyFGxW1rgb-D2f5lP2W88ZXyZ1t7KJtW6Gtz293YFrRgW40lK0851TS_CW3Wn2_n3NGqNJW4BfNqn26XKQVW26XL5k1p2gYJW7N8VZ96x8y5tW99QBqc7MvMlnf7_0lm604
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Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date Activity
Monday 5% January Start of Term
Tuesday 6" January 9.15 Epiphany Mass presented by Year 2 — All Welcome
Wednesday 7" January 9.30 Open Morning
Wednesday 14" January Year 3 Mass in church
Wednesday 21 January Year 2 Mass in church
Thursday 22" January Year 6 Young Voices
Wednesday 28" January Magistrates Talk — Year 6
Friday 30" January Candlemas Mass 9.15 — All Welcome
Wednesday 4" February Year 1 Mass in church
Tuesday 10 February Safer Internet Day
Wednesday 11" February Year 5 School Trip
Friday 13 February End of Term Three — normal finish times

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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