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- “Baptism gives strengtivand, it gives light” pope Francis J%VM

Newsletter 2" April 2026
Headteacher’s Update

What a busy, but joyful week it’s been to end the term!

As we continued our journey through Holy Week, our week started with meditation as we
listened and re-enacted the washing of hands. In the afternoon the sun shone whilst we all
joined together for the Big Lent Walk. Thank you to all those who have already sent in their
sponsor money, there is still time to bring it in after the Easter break. Sponsor money can also
be paid in via Parentpay.

On Tuesday, we continued our meditation as we gathered together in the hall, by candlelight,
to share bread as Jesus shared bread at the Last Supper. Father Donatus joined us in the
afternoon for the final two class penitential services.

On Wednesday we started the day with the Year 6 Passion Play which reminded us of the
compassion, love and service of Christ. A wonderful service, with some outstanding solos being
sung.

We went from the Passion Play into our first Easter Bonnet Parade organised by our School
Council. The playground was filled with bright and colourful Easter hats of all shapes, sizes and
designs. | was glad it was the children from the School Council that were judging and deciding
upon the winners! A special thank you to Mrs de la Hoyde who organises the School Council
and put their plans into action. | think it was a great idea and | hope to see the School Council
organising one next year!

Each child and staff member of the More Park Family also received a sweet
treat yesterday. Many thanks to Luciano’s (Ladybird Class) Mum Leah, who
made and decorated every single one of the cakes. | could see the enjoyment
on the children’s faces yesterday as they left school tucking into their cakes.

If you need any cakes in the future, | am sure Leah would be happy to help you out. The QR
code on the boxes will take you straight to her Facebook page.

Today, Key Stage One have presented the Easter mass for us sharing scripture and prayers.
After mass we spoke about how we often enjoy hot cross buns and Easter eggs this weekend,
but the children learned about how these sweet treats carry special meaning. The cross on a
hot cross bun reminds us of Jesus’ crucifixion on Good Friday, helping us to remember His
sacrifice and love for us. Easter eggs, on the other hand, are a symbol of new life and the
resurrection of Jesus. Just as a chick hatches from an egg, Easter reminds us that Jesus rose
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again, bringing hope, joy and new beginnings for us all. These simple traditions help us to
reflect on the true meaning of Easter in a way that we can share and celebrate together.

The Easter Bunny also paid us a visit this morning and three lucky winners in each class found a
golden ticket in their chocolate lollies which meant they also received an Easter egg. Thank you
to our FOMP who organised the Easter Bunny’s visit.

If you’ve missed any of these events, please do check out and follow our Facebook page by
clicking here to see what we’ve been up to!

Finally, some welcomes and some goodbyes. We are sad to say goodbye to Lily and Primrose
who leave More Park this week, but we wish them all the very best in their new school. We’d
like to welcome Andani who joins us in Year 2 this week and Pixie who has recently joined us in
Year 3. I’'m sure you’ll join me in welcoming both children and their families to the More Park
Family.

Now, as we finish for the Easter break, | wish you and your families a wonderful, happy, holy
Easter. May this special time be filled with peace, joy and the hope that comes from the
resurrection of Jesus.

A quick reminder that the road outside the school will be closed for the Easter holidays. If you
are attending church, one of the Impact Sports Days next week or Holiday Sewing Club, please
remember you can only access the carpark and church drive from the East Malling direction.

God bless you all, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for
the Summer term on Monday 20" April. Summer uniform can be worn if you wish to do so.

Mrs Seal
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What have we been learning 30" March — 2" April
By Year 6 journalists Grace and Florence

EYFS

Ladybirds
This week Ladybirds have been really busy learning how to compare sizes and weights. They have been writing a
story about Cinderella. They have also been writing letters on how to say sorry.

Key Stage 1

Caterpillars Dragonflies
This week, Caterpillars have been looking at numbers  This week in Dragonflies, they have been doing past
up to 50 and how to use them. In English they have SAT’s papers. They have been learning how to write in
been asking questions and learning how to use paragraphs. They have also been practicing for their

punctuation such as full stops and question marks as mass.
well as the correct use of capital letters.

Key Stage 2

Kingfishers Ravens
This week, the Kingfishers have been writing different This week the Ravens, have been learning how to
recipes based on George’s Marvelous Medicine. In subtract fractions from whole numbers. In Topic they
Maths they have been doing measurements using, have been learning how to make bags for a polar
CM, MM and M. In Science they have been learning expedition through the use of waterproof materials
about light. and using their sewing skills. In English they have

started publishing their stories in first person.

Owls
This week the Owls, have been learning how to find
the area of compound shapes. In English they have
been publishing their migration reports. In Geography
they have been making fact files about Greece.

Eagles
This week the Eagles, have been practicing for their
SATS. They have also published their internal
monologs for English. They have also been practicing
and performed their Passion Play.
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Holy Week at More Park

On Monday, we began our Holy Week reflections with a peaceful
meditation remembering Jesus washing the feet of His disciples as
He entered Jerusalem. As part of this, the children took partin a
symbolic washing of hands, reminding us of the importance of
humility, service and caring for one another, just as Jesus taught
us.

Later in the week, we gathered again for a second meditation
where we reflected on the Last Supper. The children shared bread
together, just as Jesus did with His disciples, helping them to
understand the importance of unity, sharing and remembering
Jesus’ gift of Himself to us.

Our Year 6 children then led us in a moving and reverent performance of the Passion Play. Through their acting,
they retold the story of Jesus’ suffering, death and sacrifice on the cross, helping us all to reflect deeply on His
love for us and the true meaning of Holy Week.
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Finally, our Key Stage One children beautifully presented our Easter Mass, joined by parents and parishioners. It
was a joyful and prayerful celebration of the resurrection of Jesus, bringing our Holy Week journey to a close
and reminding us all of the hope and new life that Easter brings.

Awe and Wonder

How did more and more people
hear about the resurrection?

In the oldest bible text about the resurrection is says:
“He appeared first to Cephas and secondly to the Twelve.
Next he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time; most of whom are still with us,
though some have died;

then he appeared to James,

and then to all the apostles.” (1 Cpr 15:5-7)

The evangelists also report some

encounters with the risen Jesus:

in the garden, by the sea, on the way to Emmaus,
in the upper room of a house.

The encounters with the Risen One

must have been overwhelming.

It was easy now for Jesus’s friends

to believe who he was —an is:

The Son of God.

(YOUCAT for kids)
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Eco Club

THANK YOU!

The Eco ambassadors are extremely pleased to report that our Wear Wild Wednesday
event last week raised a total of £ £152 for the Kent Wildlife Trust! This money will be
used to enhance biodiversity across Kent’s green spaces and make a wilder Kent for
everyone - just like our song lyrics said! Thank you for all your support.

This week the ambassadors completed their end-of-term quizzes and it was staggering
to see how much they have learned about endangered species this term. They have
retained facts about HOW and WHY animals become endangered, WHICH animals are
most endangered and HOW we can help endangered animals. Their knowledge was inspiring to see!

We are now looking ahead to our Food and Farming topic next term and would like to welcome any donations of seeds
that any parents might be able to spare. We would love to grow our own food and yesterday the ambassadors have
chosen tomatoes, peppers, chilies and spring onions as their seeds of choice! If anyone can
donate any seeds to our Eco Club we would be extremely grateful. Please bring to the school
office at the start of next term if you are able to!

See you all next term for more environmental learning and Happy Easter from the Eco Club!

Big Lent Walk

This Lent, our school has been taking part in the CAFOD Big Lent Walk. The students walked
and ran around the field to help raise awareness and support communities around the world
living in poverty. It has been lovely to see their enthusiasm and commitment, showing how
even small actions can make a big difference making a difference for the common good.
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St Thomas More’s Church

St Thomas More’s Parish now has a new website!
Pease follow the link below to check it out:

St Thomas More's Parish

Children’s Liturgy

Next children’s liturgy will be on Sunday 3" May, at the 10am-
mass.

All are welcome to join us.

5 Children’s Liturgy is for children aged 2 % to 11 years old.

Easter Services

Friday 3™ April : Good Friday

9.30 Stations of the Cross
11am Walk of Witness
3pm Good Friday Ceremony
7pm Passion Play

Saturday - Holy Saturday
8pm Vigil
Sunday - Easter Sunday

10am Family Mass
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Easter Bonnet Parade

We were delighted to hold our Easter Bonnet Parade, kindly organised by the School Council. The children
proudly showcased their creative and colourful bonnets, filled with wonderful spring and Easter themes. It was
a joyful event that brought the whole school together, and we are very proud of the effort and enthusiasm
shown by all pupils.

Easter Bunny

A big thank you to our Friends of More Park (FOMP) for organizing a special visit from the Easter Bunny, who
delighted the children by handing out chocolate lollies to everyone. This thoughtful treat brought lots of smiles
and added an extra touch of excitement to our Easter celebrations.

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.
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Celebration Assembly

Special Class Recognition

Congratulations to pupils who received
special recognition in assembly this
week for all their efforts in class.

Reception: Brody, Jacob

Year 1: Josias, Sonnie

Year 2: George, Harry

Year 3: Swimming

Year 4: Erin, Monroe

Year 5: Rosa, Valerie

Year 6: Whole Class
Lunchtime Award:

Reception - Jacob

Year One - Josias

Year Two - Jude

Year Three - Josh

Year Four - Jacob

Year Five - Joanna

Year Six - Joseph

Attendance

Ladybird 70%

Caterpillar 96.54%

Dragonfly 91.44%

Kingfisher 93.3%

Ravens 97.31%

Owls 98.17%

Eagles 95.98%

Easter Bonnet Winners

Sire, Aoibheann, Olivia, George, Patrick,
Travis, Martina, Conor, Patryk, Erin,
Betsy, Mercy, Matilda, Teddy

Birthdays

This week we would like to wish a Hapy @
Birthday to all the children and staff who have
a birthday between 30th March to 19t April!

We all hope that you had or have a lovely

birthday!
Lilyanna
Lucas
George G
George R
Lily B
Mercy
Ruby H
Amelie
Jasper
Pixie
Sonny
Joanna
Connor
Erin S
Mrs Champkins

Attendance Awards
Gold: Josias £20 voucher
Silver: Charlie £10 voucher
Bronze: Stanley £5 voucher
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Let’s Celebrate

Would you like your child to be featured in the school newsletter and their achievements shared
with the school? Then please send a photo to the office secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk
outlining what they have achieved, by Wednesday lunchtime.

Caterpillar Well Done to Noah for gaining his level 1 water skills at swimming!

Well Done to Archie who has received his 20m swimming badge.

Eagles Congratulations to Noah who won Parents Player of the Match.

Congratulations to Joseph who won Managers Player of the Match.

Wellbeing

Grange Park School Outreach Course for Families
Tuesday, Apr 28 from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm

Using Visual Supports at Home

Half day course

This course is suitshle For panentslcarers of autiste individuals af all agems and abilities

What are visual supports?

‘Wrual supports can be phatographs, phiects, spmbalk ar wodten wonds. They an be proted or shown oo . smarfphona tahlet or
3T L

WrEuals can be referred back 1o as many tries as negded, unlie verbal communication wiech & Reeting. They provide corsistency and

Can DE used in MOST STLatons

‘Wruals supports can help o a range of diffgrent amas, induding; providing structumg and roeting, supporting with transtions,
mpgivation, making choioes, deweloping indeperdence, ematanal mgulation, werbal enderstanding and expression, wteraction and
sotial undersanding

Caurse sirmd:
= Tndevelop an awareness of what visual supports ane and bow they can benefit autistic indivduaks
s Todeselopa practical tonlat of visual supports that am be berefinial to your child

w Toicleribify visusl supperts that can be weed 10 hely with challenging sitwstions feg. preparing For change, develaping
indeperdence in :.nl_.-’luutuu.".:

With God’'s Love, we cawv be our best.



mailto:secretary@more-park.kent.sch.uk

Ken
Calholic d )
Schools’ — SaEK

Move Pork Catholic Primowy

Office Communication

Please remember to use our secretary email address to inform us of any pickup changes or absences for your
children. The email address is morepark.secretary@more-park-westmalling.kcsp.org.uk

New dates added are highlighted each week

Date Activity
Monday 20 April Term 5 Begins
Summer Uniform can be worn
Monday 20" April UKS2 Boys Football Match (home)
Tuesday 21°t April UKS2 Girls Football Match (away)
Wednesday 22" April Chartwells Food Waste Assembly
Thursday 23" April St George’s Mass — 9.15 All welcome
Friday 24 April Reception Vision and Hearing
Friday 24" April UKS2 Girls Football Match (home)
Wednesday 29" April Year 2 Mass in Church
Wednesday 29" April Drama Workshop — EYFS and KS1
Friday 1% May Year Two Trip
Monday 4" May Bank Holiday
Wednesday 6" May Year 1 Mass in Church
Friday 8" May Crowning of Mary — Year 4
Saturday 9" May 11am First Holy Communion Mass
Monday 11t — Thursday 14" May SATS Week — Year 6
Wednesday 13" May Year R Mass in Church
Wednesday 13" May New Starters Meeting
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Thursday 14" May Music Evening
Friday 15" May Colour Run
Saturday 16" May 11am First Holy Communion Mass
Monday 18t - Friday 22"¢ May Year 6 Residential
Wednesday 20*" May Year 5 Mass in Church
Friday 22" May End of Term 5
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